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“A non-profit organization dedicate to the preservation of our historic past” 

       Atchelitz Threshermen's Association  atachwk@gmail.com                              

       44146 Luckakuck Way       
      Chilliwack, B.C. 
      V2R 4A7     

               “Atchelitz Threshermen’s Association”                      
 

The ATA site is still closed due to the pandemic.  We had hoped to open on Saturdays in the 

middle of May, but the new limits have meant we will have to postpone opening again. 

 

 
 

Meetings 

During the Covid outbreak we are only able to hold meetings online.  To participate online, 

please contact Ray and ask him to add you to the Zoom list.  He will then email you an invitation 

and easy instructions on how to connect to the ATA meeting on Zoom. 

 

General meeting:  May 11, 2021 at 7:30 p.m. on Zoom 

Board meeting:     May 25, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom 

 

More on the lighting in the back of the Pioneer 

Here’s a photo Ray Ramey took of the back of the museum to illustrate the new lighting.  Note 

the zebra-horse.  The new lighting shows of very well in this one. 

 

mailto:atachwk@gmail.com
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Current Projects 
 

Walker Shop Machine Shed Gets New Roof      by Gordon Bryant 

Over three mornings with a work party of Rick Clements, Bill Haynes, and Doug Hunt on the 

roof; Dave Dirks in the forklift stand, with Bill Smith driving; Fred Giesler, Cornel Kurtz and 

Gordon Bryant on the ground pre-drilling holes; Eric Nielsen picking up supplies and delivering 

coffee; Donna Wurst baking muffins; Don Dungate providing enthusiasm; and Gordon Jackson 

cleaning up nails as the old roof came off. All on a sunny day, working outside, with a good 

breeze, wearing masks and social distancing. New roof looks great!   
 

 
Doug Hunt and Bill Haynes screwing down the new roof on the front of the Walker Shop machine shed. 

 

 
Removing the old roof on the back of the Walker Shop shed. 

 

 
New roof almost completed 

 

Painting the Canora Roof 

Almost as soon as the roof on the Walker shed was finished, the Canora roof was painted.  Here 

are a couple of photos taken on April 13
th

 during the process.  Thanks to Gordon Bryant for the 

photos. ATA’s Board would like to thank Bill Smith, Ron Finnigan, Dave and Anne Dirks, Rick 

Clements, Bill Haynes, Doug Hunt, Fred Giesler, Gordon Jackson, Cornel Kurtz, Gordon Bryant 

and Donna Wurst for all their help in this project and the Walker Shop shed roof work and 

support. 
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Ron Finnigan, Bill Smith and Rick Clements painting Canora lower roof. 
 

 

 
Dave Dirks painting the lower Canora roof. 

 

 
Lower roof  completed and shining 

 

The good news goes on 

Meanwile, Cornel Kurtz and Dave Dirks, assisted by Ron Finnigan, re-roofed the badly 

dilapidated gatehouse. 
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New roof 

 

All these projects added together total mean more work has been done on the badly needed 

maintenance of the site so far this year than  in many previous years.   

 

Thanks again to all those who volunteered their time.  

“Good silver metal paint on the rusted roof almost the same as a new roof” 
 

Trees 
Last week we also had several of our trees topped.  They have become so tall that a strong 

wind—and we do get those—could knock them down.  So a decision had to be made and we 

decided we could afford to do 10 at once.  The photo shows at least three of the topped trees. 
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Jim Sache  

ATA member Jim Sache, in his younger days in the early 70’s…. running the Sache family 

custom harvesting business, harvesting grass silage with a John Deere self-propelled and 

windrow pickup, on the then Fred. H. Bryant farm in Rosedale.  Looking south, with hydro 

transmission towers and Nixon Hill in the background.  

The farm is now Jim and Linda Sache and family’s Jalyn Farms Ltd. farm on Ford Rd. 

Rosedale. (Photo from F.H. Bryant collection.)  
 

 
 

Our Library 
Another part of the collection which is worth noting is the section for road graders, rollers and bulldozers.  

We have over 100 items, and they cover some of our vehicles, including the Aveling-Barford roller. 

 

                                 
 

Cross-border transfer from Yesterday’s Tractor to Canada under Covid Border 

Restrictions      by Gordon Bryant 
 

Here are my recent learnings on importing Yesterday’s Tractor parts cross-border into Canada, 

under current Covid restrictions. 

Given that Yesterdays’ Tractor, of Port Townsend WA (great source of old tractor parts) even 

pre-Covid would NOT ship to a Canadian address; AND due to the present border closure, one 

cannot cross border to pick-up an order at a Sumas drop box address;  AND given Canada 

Customs is no longer allowing Fortin’s Chilliwack to do cross-border transfers for 3
rd

 parties. 

(*Fortin’s may consider buying the part you require, as part of their inventory and then resell to 

you at a significant mark-up?)   

The following does work! 

1. Contact www.letterlock.ca in Abbotsford at 604-854-6933. 

2. Letterlock gives you an account address at their Sumas WA store with your name + 

phone #, 726 Cherry St. WA 98295-9649 . 

3. Place your order with Yesterday’s Tractor by phone or on-line and pay, with your order 

shipped to your address at Letterlock in Sumas WA.   

4. Monitor your tracking # of shipping to Sumas WA. 

http://www.letterlock.ca/
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5. Supply Letterlock team with answers to the 8 questions required for cross-border transfer 

- Invoice, sellers name, your home name + address, description of each,, weight and 

dimensions and your phone #.    

6. Letterlock will request you to complete a one page “Power of Attorney to Account for 

Single Importation” form. 

7. Wait patiently to hear from Letterlock to pick up your order in their Abbotsford office.  

(My order took 14 days from order date to pick-up.) 

8. Letterlock Sumas sends an email when they receive your package. 

9. My parcel came across border in under 2 days to Letterlock Abbotsford. 

10. Pay Letterlock in Abbotsford, reflective of Customs GST and PST, Brokerage fees, 

Cross-border handling, and disbursement fee. (Letterlock estimates min. fee of $60 but 

expect $60+.) 

Almost every step was done by email, and everything worked out great!  Lack of pre-

confirmation of ‘manufactured in the U.S.A’ was not an issue, as it was written on parts. One 

item ordered from Yesterday’s Tractor was outsourced to a 3
rd

 party, and order remains 

outstanding, with no tracking and not yet received 3 weeks later. Hopefully will show up but will 

result in a separate processing cost thru Letterlock. Regardless, it was a great learning experience 

for future orders.  Likely we will wait to order other parts after border reopens and just pick up in 

Sumas WA.  
Gordon Bryant 

gordbryant@shaw.ca     

604-824-1971 
 

Our vehicles II: The 1908 Russell 

One of the rarest items in our collection is a 1908 Russell side-screen van.  There are very few of these 

left, and the vehicle marks an important milestone in Canadian automotive history.   

The Russell came about because CCM (Canada Cycle and Motor Co.) wanted to produce cars.  In 1905 

they introduced the Russell Model A with a flat two-cylinder gasoline engine.  This was the first truly 

Canadian designed and built automobile.  About 100 vehicles were made in 1907 and another 100 in 

1908.  At this point they began the manufacture of fire trucks, buses, ambulances and delivery trucks (and 

side-screen vans?).   

Russell vehicles developed a reputation as well-built and engineered cars, and Russell focused on the 

high-end market.  Things did not go well after about 1911 and production of Russell cars stopped and in 

1916 and the car-making part of the business was sold to Willys-Overland.   

The ATA's 1908 Russell side-screen van is a very rare vehicle.  There is a 1907 Russell touring car at the 

Western Development Museum in Moose Jaw.  There may be another side-screen van in Ontario and a 

car is supposed to be being restored in the Lower Mainland.  .  Aside from short general histories of the 

company, there is very little information available about individual vehicles.  In 1983 the BC 

Transportation Museum purchased it from Robert Sullivan of Olympia, Wash. in a dismantled state.  The 

cost was $7,300.  Prior to this it was in Defiance, Ohio.  Presumably it was sold to Mr. Sullivan and it was 

moved to Washington.  Nothing is known about the history of the vehicle before that.   

It is thought that it was used as a "paddy wagon" by the Toronto Fire & Police Department.  As the 

picture below indicates, it was in a pretty sorry state when brought into B.C.   

 It is mostly complete, but it appears that the motor is not restorable.  A lot of work has been done to try 

and get the vehicle in "presentable" condition. Discussion with members interested in the vehicle 

indicates that it is so unique that it would be a serious mistake to consider modifying the vehicle or 

restoring it to run with a different drive train.   
 

mailto:gordbryant@shaw.ca
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ATA's 1908 Russell when it arrived in BC in 1983 

      

                         
                                        

Unidentified object 

Anyone have any idea what this might be? 

 
Photo thanks to Corrine Kriegl 

 

Website 

We have removed the link to our website from the title page because it did not seem to be 

working.  So to get there try: www.atchelitz.ca/sample-page.  
 
 

****************************************************************************** 
ATA Directors  

Directors 

President   Ray Ramey       798-8711   ramey@telus.net 

Vice-President    Rick Clements         846-6610  sclemen@gmail.com 

Treasurer    Donna Wurst   309-1559 donig@shaw.ca 

Secretary  John Black       846-6850  johnwblack@shaw.ca 

Directors    Fred Giesler       701-5030 

   Gordon Jackson   858-4080  elainejackson@gmail.com 
   Tom Oostenbrug   855-6552 to6552@telus.net 

   Bill Haynes   858-9955 billhaynes05@gmail.com 

   Ian Bunbury   852-2342 ianbunbury@gmail.com 

   Jon Nessel   798-2027 jonal@shaw.ca 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 

http://www.atchelitz.ca/sample-page
mailto:elainejackson@gmail.com
mailto:to6552@telus.net
mailto:billhaynes05@gmail.com
mailto:ianbunbury@gmail.com
mailto:jonal@shaw.ca
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         JESPERSON’S          

                       AUTO REPAIR LTD. 

Complete Auto and Fleet Repair 
              Custom Exhaust . Brakes . RV’s . Trailers 

        Gerard Arink                      Rick Funk 

              Phone: 604.792.0674   45700 Railway Ave. 
              Fax:      604.792.9066   Chilliwack, BC                                                                                
                                             V2P 1L3 

 

 

     

     

 

   

  

    

    

          I really don’t mind getting older, but  
         my body is taking it badly. 
 
         Most people don’t think I’m as old as 
         I am until they hear me stand up. 
 

 
 

    

 

            

 


