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The ATA site is still closed due to the pandemic, but things are looking up!
Meetings
During the Covid outbreak we are only able to hold meetings online; we use Zoom. To participate online,
contact Ray and ask him to add you to the Zoom list. He will then email you an invitation and easy
instructions on how to connect to the ATA meeting on Zoom.
General meeting: June 8, 2021 at 7:30 p.m. on Zoom
Board meeting: June 22, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom

Current project
These last two years have seen more improvements to the site than in a long time. The latest project is the
putting up of a new fence along the east side of the property. The workers plan to install about 700 feet of
new fencing.
Thanks to Bill Haynes for the following information:
First a big thank you to Rick Clements for securing the fence panels and posts, and to Eric Neilsen
(coffee, water and cookies, and slopping tar on the posts). And to Rick Clements and Doug Hunt (screw
gun brigade), Ron Finnigan and Bill Smith (hauling gravel and posts), Cornel Kurtz (removing end
boards and pulling nails), Bill Haynes (gofer, digging holes) and Gordon Bryant (putting infill boards
back in, first section). Thanks to everyone involved.
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Our Artifacts III:
Waterloo Bronco Tractor
Waterloo Manufacturing Co., maker of the Waterloo Bronco tractor, began back in the 1850's. In the
1880's EWB Snider bought the plant and a nearby foundry and renamed the company the Waterloo
Manufacturing Company. The company became the agent for Minneapolis-Moline in Canada. In 1949,
Waterloo entered the tractor production market. They built a 10HP utility tractor. Known initially as the
Waterloo 100, it soon became known as the Waterloo Bronco. It filled a gap in Waterloo's line of
Minneapolis-Moline tractors. It was built for small farms or for market gardens. Constructed mainly
from purchased components, it had a 2-cylinder Wisconsin engine with a 3" bore and a 3 1/4" stroke rated
for 10 horsepower at 2,000 rpm. At first a Borg-Warner transmission was used; this was later replaced by
a Clark model. In January 1949 a new Bronco cost $723 with a crank starter; a battery-started model cost
$55 more. In all, fewer than 1,000 were made.
Unfortunately, Waterloo did not have a dealer network like its competitors; sales were mostly from local
jobbers and direct sales from the factory. As a result, the Bronco was not as successful as it could have
been and production soon ended. Waterloo continued to sell Minneapolis-Moline equipment until the
early 60's, and later imported Deutz tractors from Germany. They continue in business in boiler sales and
repairs.
It appears that a fair number of Broncos have survived, because they appear regularly in farm and tractor
auction catalogues.
Please note that Waterloo Manufacturing Co. is not to be confused with Waterloo Gasoline Engine Co. of
Waterloo, Iowa, makers of Waterloo Boy tractors.

ATA's Bronco

The donation of our example was arranged by Lee Moore, an old telephone buddy of Jerry Parkhill's. Lee
had bought a farm in Fort Langley and didn't want the little old tractor on the site. He contacted the
owner, L. MacCracken and arranged to donate it to the ATA. When we got it the motor was seized.
Luckily, the ATA had an identical engine in inventory and this was used. Lindsay Dean Sabirsh was the
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first ATA member involved with the tractor. At the time he owned a sand blasting operation behind the
Best Western Hotel. He adopted the tractor and sandblasted it and partly fabricated new rear fenders.
Ray Warner and Mike Zebrun did a lot of the rest of the restoration work. The machine sat until Dwayne
Huseby adopted it and cleaned it up and got it running. Its bright yellow colour sure catches the eye.
Dwayne has recently moved to Alberta so the tractor is now available for adoption by a member or two.

Preparing for summer
Our train station is making the transition from spring into summer. The circus is coming town, boaters
are getting their boats ready and over at our railroad, Pacific Great Eastern, a train of lumber and animals
is getting ready to go.

Restorations:
Ron Blizzard has kept busy rebuilding and restoring items in our collection. Recently he painted this
roller and made it look like the day it was built.

He has also been working on a Kohler engine. It was derelict and is now running. Here’s a picture of Ron
with the engine. If anyone has any information about this engine it would be much appreciated.
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Vivian Engines
ATA has several Vivian engines, ranging in size from the smallest to a big 8-cylinder engine. Vivian
engines were made by the Vivian Engine Works of Vancouver, a local company which became an
international marketer of its products.
After some experience in the engine industry, Will Vivian returned to Vancouver from San Francisco and
set up a tiny shop at 1090 West 6th in Vancouver. He built his first engine in 1909. He was 19 years old.
This engine was still running in a boat in 1950!
When Vivian started his business the fishing fleets on the west coast were in the process of modernizing,
and his engines found a ready market. Vivian manufactured a line of diesel engines, ranging from 1 to 8
cylinders, and also made gasoline engines. His engines were all “slow-speed” and though his company
did very well building engines for many purposes, especially naval, Vivian technology began to fall
behind as other engines became faster and faster and more powerful. Vivian refused to change his
technology, and by the end of the war the company was being left far behind. Companies building the
high-speed diesel engines, especially for marine use, began to edge Vivian out of the market, even though
his international sales had been strong. By 1950 Vivian sold his interest in the company to Brush-Able,
an English engineering group. In the early 1950s Hawker-Siddeley bought Brush-Able and handed the
Canadian operation over to A.V. Roe and the manufacture of Vivian engines was stopped. For a few
years A.V. Roe made parts for surviving Vivian engines.

ATA’s 3-cylinder Vivian

Our operating 4-cylinder

and our 8 cylinder
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Of the two 3-cylinder Vivians we have, one is a stationary engine, and the other is a marine version which
was actually the power for Vivian’s personal yacht!
Our library
The ATA library has a good collection of old Flywheels, dating from as far back as 1987. The collection
is by no means complete, so if you have old copies, we’d love to have them to fill out the gaps. Here’s
the first page from the February1988.
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Bill Haynes
Ian Bunbury
Jon Nessel

Directors
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JESPERSON’S
AUTO REPAIR LTD.
Complete Auto and Fleet Repair
Custom Exhaust . Brakes . RV’s . Trailers

Gerard Arink

Rick Funk

Phone: 604.792.0674 45700 Railway Ave.
Fax:
604.792.9066
Chilliwack, BC
V2P 1L3
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