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Annual General Meeting
Our annual general meeting will occur on Tuesday November 9, 2021. There are no plans for changes to
the constitution or charges for membership or rentals. We will be electing new table officers and 2 new
directors. We plan to have our Nominating Committee contact the membership to see who would like to
run for a position on the Board. If you would like to run for a position, please contact us. You will be
receiving a ballot in the mail with a return envelope so you can vote in the elections in November.
Deadline for return of the voters is November 1st. Current Covid regulations mean that we might have to
hold the annual general meeting on Zoom with only a few vaccinated members permitted to attend in
person. Please consider running for a position..
ATA Yard Sale
This year’s sale was the most successful we have had. There were a lot of “walk ins” from the dog show
at Heritage Park. We sold a lot of the material for sale. The kitchen sold 8 dozen hotdogs and lots of
coffee.
Set-up for the yard sale was complicated by the Covid pandemic, and the sale was spread over a much
larger area than in the past. Thanks to the many members who took part and to Frank Linke who donated
so much stuff to the sale.
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Donna Wurst setting up

Ray Ramey operating the till

Agassiz Fair
ATA took the hand-fed thresher and a couple of old tractors to the Agassiz Fair. In spite of the weather,
our displays were well received.
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Can you identify these objects?
This week your editor was driving to ATA when something odd happened. He was followed for part of
the trip by the RCMP and as he approached the entrance he noticed a fellow walking towards him on the
other side of the road. When the man saw the RCMP car, he got down on his knees and put his hands on
his head! Later two items were brought to ATA from the Tourism Bureau. They said that they had been
stolen from our site and were delivering them back to ATA. But we are not sure where they came from. .
They may have been stolen from a cabin, but are not in our inventory. Does anyone recognize them?

Museum hours
The Museum will continue to be open on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Volunteers are still needed for
the two shifts, from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and from 12:30 to 3:00 p.m. in the Pioneer building. Please let
us know if you are available. Opening is still dependent on the Covid regulations.
Our Artifacts VI
The 1908 Russell
One of the rarest items in our collection is a 1908 Russell side-screen van. There are very few of these
left, and the vehicle marks an important milestone in Canadian automotive history.
The Russell came about because CCM (Canada Cycle and Motor Co.) wanted to produce cars. In 1905
they introduced the Russell Model A with a flat two-cylinder gasoline engine. This was the first truly
Canadian designed and built automobile. About 100 vehicles were made in 1907 and another 100 in
1908. At this point they began the manufacture of fire trucks, buses, ambulances and delivery trucks.
Russell vehicles developed a reputation as well-built and engineered cars, and Russell focused on the
high-end market. Things did not go well after about 1911 and production of Russell cars stopped in 1916
and the car-making part of the business was sold to Willys-Overland. Willys was interested because
Russell had the Canadian rights to the Knight sleeve-valve engine and Willys wanted to produce them for
some of their Canadian cars.
The ATA's 1908 Russell side-screen van is a very rare vehicle. There is a 1907 Russell touring car at the
Western Development Museum in Moose Jaw. There may be another side-screen van in Ontario and
there are 4 running Russell cars in the Lower Mainland. Aside from short general histories of the
company, there is very little information available about individual vehicles. In 1983 the BC
Transportation Museum purchased our Russell from Robert Sullivan of Olympia, Wash. in a dismantled
state. The cost was $7,300. Prior to this it was in Defiance, Ohio. Presumably it was sold to Mr.
Sullivan and was moved to Washington. Nothing is known about the history of the vehicle before that.
It is thought that it was used as a "paddy wagon" by the Toronto Fire & Police Department. As the
picture below indicates, it was in a pretty sorry state when brought into B.C. It is mostly complete, but it
appears that the motor is not restorable. A lot of work has been done to try and get the vehicle in
"presentable" condition.
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ATA's 1908 Russell when it arrived in BC in 1983

1909 Russell side-screen Van

ATA's 1908 Russell side-screen van

Train Station
Bill Priestly and John Black are busy creating a circus display in the train station. All of the circus
wagons have arrived on trains and they are getting ready to erect the “Big Top.”

For Sale
We have received several donations of books in the last little while, and some of them are titles we
already have in the Library. So we are going to offer a couple for sale here. We would like $15 for each
copy. Funds will be used to expand the library’s collections. The first one is the Encyclopedia of
American Farm tractors by C.H. Wendel. There are also 2 copies of Jack Norbeck’s Encyclopedia of
American steam traction engines.
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General meeting: October 12, 2021 at 7:30 p.m. in Canora & on Zoom
Board meeting:
October 26, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in Canora and on Zoom
******************************************************************************
ATA Directors and Committees
Directors
President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Secretary
Directors

Ray Ramey
Rick Clements
Donna Wurst
John Black
Fred Giesler
Gordon Jackson
Tom Oostenbrug
Bill Haynes
Ian Bunbury
Jon Nessel

798-8711
846-6610
309-1559
846-6850
701-5030
858-4080
855-6552
858-9955
852-2342
798-2027

ramey@telus.net
sclemen@gmail.com
donig@shaw.ca
johnwblack@shaw.ca
elainejackson@gmail.com
to6552@telus.net
billhaynes05@gmail.com
ianbunbury@gmail.com
jonal@shaw.ca

Committees
Kitchen
Store
Storage & Rentals
Inventory
Membership
Booking
Library

Donna Wurst, Bill Priestly
Donna Wurst, Bill Priestly
Ray Ramey
John Black, Gordon Bryant
Donna Wurst
Deborah Dempster
John Black

Museum
Fire & Safety
Flywheel
Engine
Adoptions
Mechanical
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John Black (Chair)
Rick Clements
John Black (ed.)
Tom Oostenbrug
John Black
Rick Clements

JESPERSON’S
AUTO REPAIR LTD.
Complete Auto and Fleet Repair
Custom Exhaust . Brakes . RV’s . Trailers

Gerard Arink

Rick Funk

Phone: 604.792.0674 45700 Railway Ave.
Fax:
604.792.9066
Chilliwack, BC
V2P 1L3
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