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“A non-profit organization dedicate to the preservation of our historic past” 
        

Atchelitz Threshermen's Association   atachwk@gmail.com 
44146 Luckakuck Way    Facebook under: Atchelitz Threshermen’s Association 
Chilliwack, B.C.     Webpage: Atchelitz.ca/about-us/ 
V2R 4A7 604-858-2119 
 

Annual General Meeting 

The Annual General Meeting will start at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, November 9, 2021 in the Canora and on 

Zoom.  Please be there. 
 

Museum Hours 

As of November 1
st
, the Museum will be closed.  People wishing a tour of the site and museum can 

contact us and we will arrange to open for them. 
 

ATA’s Facebook page 

Last month we had over 2,100 people view the post reproduced below.  That is more than double the 

number for any previous post.   
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Objects Identified 

Well, it turns out that the bell and the monkeys were indeed stolen from the ATA site.  The monkeys are 

from the front of the Pioneer Museum, and the bell was removed from the train that sits in front of the 

Train Station!  It can be clearly seen in this old photo of the engine, though for some reason the bell itself 

does not appear to be there! 
 

            
 

Off to the movies 

Looks like the movie industry is starting up again.  Our 54 Dodge Woodward’s truck and the 37 

Studebaker are shown being loaded on a truck to be taken to a movie site.  There appears to be interest in 

renting some of our other vehicles too!  Recently the blue Chev truck also went out. 

 

 
 

A Tractor,  a Barn, and a past  ATA Member …  together with a ‘challenging time’ in Canadian 

history … 
        

On a recent family weekend excursion on Hwy #3…just past the Hope Slide and before Manning Park, is 

Sunshine Valley, now a recreational community of cabins and RVs, with sunny days, and star filled 

nights, and people enjoying the outdoors.  

Sunshine Valley is a 1,300- acre tract of land located like a gem in the wilderness of the old Dewdney 

Trail. In the 1920’s it was the A.B. Trite Hope Ranch. In 1942, during World War 2,  the Canadian 

government of the day took over the property and interned 2,700 Japanese Canadians in a community 

known as Tashme. After the war, the ranch returned to its former owner who continued to raise prize beef 

and dairy cattle. In 1955 the ranch was sold to the Boys Town Association… a program to assist troubled 

teens. In 1962 an American firm bought the property planning to develop a resort. Then in January 1965 

the Hope Slide occurred. Don and Ray Low bought the property in 1970, called it Sunshine Valley, and 

transformed it into a year-round recreational residential community.  

 
‘Tashme’ –The largest of several internment camps  in BC 

and Alberta during WW 2 to house Japanese Canadians. A 

visit to the ‘Tashme’ Museum building in Sunshine Valley 

is a good lesson in  understanding the impact of World War 

2 on Vancouver area Japanese Canadians. In spite of many 
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hardships, the residents organized their own stores, schools, churches and a hospital.   
 

 
 

The well maintained old hip-roof barn is now converted into a community receration centre.  For a few 

short years between 1955 and 1965, ‘Boys Town’ maintained prized Aysrhire cattle, managed by well 

known Ayshire cow showman Willian (Bill) McFaul of Chilliwack, who later was a BC Holstein 

fieldman, and dairy cow auction pedigree commentator.  Bill McFaul was a past ATA member, in the 

90’s, as listed on our Honourary member plaque boad.  As a youth, I recall attending an Ayshire field day 

at Boys Town. 

 

 
 

Today, in the the community garden at Sunshine Valley, is the remains of a 1930’s era Wallis  / Massey 

Harris tractor.  Note the U frame construction, recognized as ‘one of the most significant developments in 

tractor history’. The offset steering column, together with front and rear style wheels, and 4 cylinder 

engine compares to 1930’s Wallis engine Massey Harris 20-30 tractor photos.  

Prehaps this story only has a special personal meaning to myself, as it also brings back the recollection of 

being a 16 year old working in the family cow barn on a Saturday morning in January 1965, and hearing 

on the barn radio of the overnight Highway #3 massive slide, (now known as Hope Slide) caused by an 

earthquake; with unknown numbers of buried vehicles and drivers.  

I highly recommend a trip to Sunshine Valley to visit the Tashme Museum. 
 

Gordon Bryant  

ATA member      
 

Our Artifacts VII 
Waterloo Bronco Tractor  

 Waterloo Manufacturing Co., maker of the Waterloo Bronco tractor, began back in the 1850's when 

Buehler, Booth & Co. built a foundry and machine shop.  In the 1880's EWB Snider bought the plant and 

a nearby foundry and renamed the company the Waterloo Manufacturing Company.   He began producing 

Lion threshing machines.   Early in the new century Waterloo began producing steam tractors.  This 

lasted until the final demise of steam tractors in 1925.  They had tried to make a gasoline powered tractor 

after 1910, but the venture failed.   

  
Waterloo steam tractor 
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The company then became the agent for Minneapolis-Moline in Canada.  In 1949, Waterloo again entered 

the tractor production market.  They built a 10HP utility tractor.  Initially named the Waterloo 100, it soon 

became known as the Waterloo Bronco.  It fit in well with Waterloo's line of Minneapolis-Moline 

tractors.  It was built for small farms or for market gardens.  Constructed mainly from purchased 

components, it had a 2-cylinder Wisconsin engine rated for 10 horsepower at 2,000 rpm.  In January 1949 

a new Bronco cost $723 with a crank starter; a battery-started model cost $55 more.  In all, fewer than 

1,000 were made. 

Unfortunately, Waterloo did not have a dealer network and sales were mostly done locally and by direct 

sales from the factory.  The Bronco was not as successful as it could have been and production soon 

ended.  They continued to sell Minneapolis-Moline equipment until the early 60's, and later imported 

Deutz tractors from Germany.  They continue in business in boiler sales and repairs. 

Note: Waterloo Manufacturing Co. is not to be confused with Waterloo Gasoline Engine Co. of Waterloo, 

Iowa, makers of Waterloo Boy tractors. 
 

                          
                             Waterloo Bronco tractor      ATA's Bronco 
 

The donation of our example was arranged by Lee Moore, an old telephone buddy of Jerry Parkhill's.  Lee 

had bought a farm in Fort Langley and didn't want the little old tractor on the site.  He contacted the 

ownerand arranged to donate it to the ATA.  When we got it the motor was seized.  Luckily, the ATA had 

an identical engine in inventory.   Lindsay Dean Sabirsh was the first ATA member involved with the 

tractor.  He owned a sand blasting operation and adopted the tractor and sandblasted it and partly 

fabricated new rear fenders.  Ray Warner and Mike Zebrun did a lot of the rest of the restoration work.  

The machine sat until Dwayne Huseby adopted it and cleaned it up and got it running.  Its bright yellow 

colour sure catches the eye.  It became available for adoption when Dwayne moved to Alberta. 
 

 

Annual General meeting:    November 9, 2021 at 7:30 p.m. in Canora & on Zoom 

    Board meeting:                     November 23, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in Canora and on Zoom 
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****************************************************************************** 
 

ATA Directors and Committees 

Directors 
President   Ray Ramey       798-8711   ramey@telus.net 

Vice-President    Rick Clements         846-6610  sclemen@gmail.com 

Treasurer    Donna Wurst   309-1559 donig@shaw.ca 

Secretary  John Black       846-6850  johnwblack@shaw.ca 

Directors    Fred Giesler       701-5030 

   Gordon Jackson   858-4080  elainejackson@gmail.com 
   Tom Oostenbrug  855-6552 to6552@telus.net 

   Bill Haynes   858-9955 billhaynes05@gmail.com 

   Ian Bunbury   852-2342 ianbunbury@gmail.com 

   Jon Nessel   798-2027 jonal@shaw.ca 
 

 

Committees 
Kitchen        Donna Wurst, Bill Priestly      Museum      John Black (Chair) 

Store        Donna Wurst, Bill Priestly      Fire & Safety    Rick Clements 

Storage & Rentals      Ray Ramey        Flywheel      John Black (ed.) 

Inventory       John Black, Gordon Bryant      Engine      Tom Oostenbrug 

Membership       Donna Wurst       Booking             Deborah Dempster       

Mechanical                   Rick Clements       Library      John Black 
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              JESPERSON’S          

                       AUTO REPAIR LTD. 

Complete Auto and Fleet Repair 
              Custom Exhaust . Brakes . RV’s . Trailers 

        Gerard Arink                      Rick Funk 

              Phone: 604.792.0674   45700 Railway Ave. 
              Fax:      604.792.9066   Chilliwack, BC                                                                                
                                             V2P 1L3 

 

        

        

   

 

  

       

 

      

 

 

 

            

 

 


