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Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year  

I would like to give a big Thanks to the Members and Volunteers, who with their dedication to 

the Club made it a successful year.  There were many accomplishments that happened from 

upgrades to events.  Looking forward to another successful year. 

Ray Ramey, President, ATA 
 

Museum Hours 

The Museum is closed for the rest of the season, but we do hope to reopen in the spring. 

 

Our newest tractor 
ATA recently acquired this 1941 John Deere L tractor from Stuart Vanderkooi.  It was 

refurbished by Rick Clements with a little help from other ATA members.  As can be seen in the 

photo, it is sitting in the front of the Pioneer Museum in front of Stuart’s donation of John Deere 

tractors.  Thanks Stuart.  Thanks to Gordon Bryant for the photo. 

  

 
 

Message regarding the Return It Bottle Depot.  

Thank you to Don Dungate for looking after the site’s recycling.  Since September 15
th

 we have 

had $61.80 worth of bottles and cans recycled. The bag labels are in the Canora coffee room and 

you just have to put a label on a clear bag of bottles or cans and take it to either Sardis Bottle 

Depot or Lark St. off Young St. at the railway tracks. Anyone can recycle or leave it for Don.    

BUT we have had problems and we have to careful; if there is another problem we will lose the 

convenience of this service.   

One bag was too big, DO NOT use the ultra large bags, too heavy and they split and one bag had 

dead rodents in it. They just threw that bag out.  The bag was NOT delivered by Don Dungate! 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter 

Donna J. Wurst 
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Atchelitz Post Office 

Did you know that there was once an Atchelitz post office?  And letters and postcards that were 

mailed from the office had an Atchelitz cancel?   
 

 
 

                    
     Atchelitz Post Office cancel from 1913                      Postcard from 1916 

 

On September 1, 1912 the Sumas post office in the general store at the corner of Lickman and 

South Sumas Roads underwent a name change to “Atchelitz.”  The most noteworthy event in the 

history of this post office was a break-in on November 25/26, 1937 when the grand total of $2.89 

in postal funds was stolen.  The Atchelitz post office closed on August 31, 1946 and the 

postmark disappeared. 

For more information on the history of post offices in Chilliwack take a look for Cecil C. 

Coutts’s  book, Cancelled with pride: a history of Chilliwack area post offices, 1865-1993.  We 

have a copy in our library. 
 

ATA’s Artefacts VIII: 

Our Studebakers 

ATA has four Studebakers.  The company was started by Clement and Henry Studebaker, Jr. in 

February 1852. In 1857, they built their first carriage and made their reputation as wagon 

makers.  Studebaker began to produce gasoline powered vehicles in 1904, though wagon 

production continued until 1919-20. 

Studebaker's Canadian was located in Walkerville, Ontario, where complete cars were assembled 

for the Canadian and British Empire (right-hand-drive) trade.  By locating it there, Studebaker 

could advertise the cars as "British-built" and qualify for reduced tariffs.  The Depression hit 

Studebaker hard. 

When the Champion was introduced in 1939, it doubled the company's previous year sales. 

Studebaker prepared well in advance for the anticipated post-war market and introduced Virgil 

Exner's 1947 Studebaker Starlight coupe, which introduced innovative styling features that 



3 
 

influenced later cars, including the flatback "trunk" instead of the tapered look of the time, and a 

wrap-around rear window. This is the car we have in the Pioneer building.  Studebaker failed to 

meet the competitive challenge in the 1950s though there was enough momentum to keep going 

for another ten years. Sales declined rapidly, and production ended in the United States at the end 

of 1963.  Production did continue in Canada until 1966.   

Our oldest Studebaker is a water wagon.  It is made of wood, is four feet in diameter and is 8 feet 

long.  It is horse-drawn with steel-rimmed wooden wheels and has a hand pump mount in the 

rear.  The driver sits very high.  Very little is actually known about the wagon, though we do 

know that it was donated by Dave Martin.  There is some rot at the back of the wagon, and it will 

never hold water again.  There are wooden signs on each side of the wagon with the word 

“Niagara” on it.  No one knows why they are there, though many vehicles had names in those 

years.  

 
        Studebaker water wagon 

Our second Studebaker is a horse drawn Phaeton, manufactured about 1890.   It was pulled by 

two horses, with the driver sitting up front in the weather.  The carriage is built with a wooden 

frame with wood fabric and leather used as an outer covering.  The fenders appear to have the 

leather wrapped around a metal framework.    Apparently the running gear was made by 

McLaughlin, the forerunner of the McLaughlin-Buick.  The four wood-spoked rubber-tired 

wheels were individually sprung, providing a better ride.  It was donated to ATA by the Royal 

B.C. Museum in 1989 and came to us when the Transportation Collection was dissolved. 
 

 
ca. 1890 Studebaker Phaeton 

 

The third vehicle is a 1936 Studebaker Ace 1 1/2 ton truck.  It has a 6 cylinder, 218 cu. in. 75 HP 

engine, and a 4-speed transmission.   It was originally used to haul supplies and fuel (wood) for 

the Penask Lake Club outside Kelowna, a camp for employees of Dow Pineapple Co.  It was 

retired in 1955 and ended up sitting in the bush for some years.  It was rescued by Ed Hoppe of 

Burnaby and donated to the Provincial Museum's B.C. Transportation collection in 1978.  When 

it was restored by the Provincial Museum in 1983-4 it was given a ranch deck, used for 

transporting cattle and hay.   

There is a story about this vehicle.  A few years ago a couple of people interested in Studebakers 

came to the museum and were told we had a 1936 Studebaker Ace truck.  They are said to have 

insisted that Studebaker did not make such a vehicle in 1936.  The reality is pictured below. 
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1936 Studebaker Ace truck 

The last vehicle is our 1947 Studebaker Champion.  It is a 1947 Starlight Coupe with the 

streamlined back end and flat trunk.  It is in perfect condition.  It has a 6 cylinder 170 cubic inch 

engine with 117 horsepower.  The transmission is a 3-speed with overdrive, with the stick 

mounted on the steering column.  The starter button is under the clutch!  If stopped on a hill the 

car will not roll backwards. 

A man named Walter Thompson saw the new car on display at Clarke Simpkins Motors.  He 

vowed that one day he would have one.  His chance came in 1952, when he saw a '47 Studebaker 

sitting in a car lot on his way home from work.  Without even telling his wife, he traded in his 

1941 Chev for $700 and paid a grand total of $1416.85 (we have all the documentation and 

photos!) for his dream car.  After his retirement in 1980, Walter completely disassembled and 

restored the car, and entered it in many shows.   It was donated to the BC Transportation 

Museum, and subsequently found its way to the ATA.  Today it is looked after and operated by 

Bill Priestly and Bill Smith. 

 

                                  
                                                                    ATAs 1947 Studebaker Champion Starlight coupe 

    

We also have 1934 Studebaker rear wheels on the 1932 Worthington lawn tractor.  Built by Ford 

with a Model B (4 cylinder) engine, the vehicle was bought new by the Vancouver Parks Dept. 

and used for cutting lawns till 1962 when it was sold at auction.   It was donated to the Provincial 

Museum in 1978.  It originally came with a centre mounted sickle mower and trailing gang 

wheel mowers. 
 

 
Worthington with '34 Studebaker rear wheels 

 
 

    General meeting:    January 11, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in Canora & on Zoom* 

    Board meeting:       January 25, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in Canora and on Zoom* 

*Provincial restrictions may prohibit in-person meetings 
                                              
 

****************************************************************************** 
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ATA Directors and Committees 

Directors 
President   Ray Ramey       798-8711   ramey@telus.net 

Vice-President    Rick Clements         846-6610  sclemen@gmail.com 

Treasurer    Donna Wurst   309-1559 donig@shaw.ca 

Secretary  John Black       846-6850  johnwblack@shaw.ca 

Directors    Fred Giesler       701-5030 

   Doug Hunt   791-3503 djhunt041&gmail.com 
   Tom Oostenbrug  855-6552 to6552@telus.net 

   Bill Haynes   858-9955 billhaynes05@gmail.com 

   Ian Bunbury   852-2342 ianbunbury@gmail.com 

   Jon Nessel   798-2027 jonal@shaw.ca 

   Drew Hunt   997-4025 drewhunt1@hotmail.com 
 

 

Committees 
Kitchen:       Donna Wurst, Bill Priestly      Museum:      John Black (Chair) 

Store:        Donna Wurst, Bill Priestly      Fire & Safety:    Rick Clements 

Storage & Rentals:      Ray Ramey        Flywheel:      John Black (ed.) 

Inventory:       John Black, Gordon Bryant      Engine:      Tom Oostenbrug 

Membership:       Donna Wurst       Booking:             Deborah Dempster       

Mechanical:                   Rick Clements       Library:      John Black 

                       

 
                     

Happy New Year 

mailto:to6552@telus.net
mailto:billhaynes05@gmail.com
mailto:ianbunbury@gmail.com
mailto:jonal@shaw.ca
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              JESPERSON’S          

                       AUTO REPAIR LTD. 

Complete Auto and Fleet Repair 
              Custom Exhaust . Brakes . RV’s . Trailers 

        Gerard Arink                      Rick Funk 

              Phone: 604.792.0674   45700 Railway Ave. 
              Fax:      604.792.9066   Chilliwack, BC                                                                                
                                             V2P 1L3 

 

        

        

   

 

  

       

       

             

 

 
 

            

 

 


