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“A non-profit organization dedicate to the preservation of our historic past” 
        

Atchelitz Threshermen's Association   atachwk@gmail.com 
44146 Luckakuck Way    Facebook under: Atchelitz Threshermen’s Association 
Chilliwack, B.C.     Webpage: atchelitz.ca/about-us/ 
V2R 4A7 604-858-2119 
 

 

            Chilliwack Plowing Match: April 2 at Corn Maze 

            ATA Re-opening:   April 9 at 10:00 a.m. 

General meeting:    April 12, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom and in Canora 

           Board meeting:       April 26, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom and in Canora 
 

General meetings now start at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Please note that if you have not renewed your membership, this will be your last issue of the 

Flywheel 
 

Museum hours 

We will be reopening on Saturday April 9
th

 from 10 am to 3 pm, and each Saturday thereafter.    

 

Yard Sale 

After we reopen on April 9
th

 we will be accepting donations for our fall yard sale.  Volunteers 

are on-site Monday and Thursday mornings and of course on Saturdays.  Please bring your 

donations to the Pioneer Building.  Please, no electronic equipment or large furniture. 
 

 
 

Ron Finnigan 

One of the most valuable members of ATA is retiring from activity at ATA.  He is still keeping 

his cabin, but probably won’t be driving his beloved forklift anymore.  Ron Finnigan has been 

involved with ATA for a very long time and has served in a lot of roles during those years, from 

member of the Board, President, Secretary, newsletter editor (always with help from his wife 

Barb!).   

Ron has always been one of the hardest working members.  He started the fire in the morning in 

the Canora in the winter, and always had coffee ready for members.  He set up the tables in the 

Canora for the various meetings; he cleaned all the bathrooms and many floors and drove the 

forklift whenever it was needed.  His pride and joy is the People Mover and he always loved 

taking groups around the site, especially groups of children!   

He is famous for his wonderful stories.  Like all of us oldies he does tend to repeat stories, but 
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that makes it even more fun to hear him tell them.  What an interesting past he has! 

Over the years Ron has made a great contribution to the ATA and we recognize the time and 

effort he has given over all those years. In future, we hope Ron will spend as much time as 

possible at our ATA, bringing his good humour, knowledge and experience for the benefit of all 

of us. 

                                          
              Ron and the Woodward’s Dodge                                      Barb & Ron at ATA Potluck 

 

                     
Ron and the People Mover 

       
Dehumidifier in Hearse room –  
Gus Cherneski and Doug Hunt have been busy.  They have acquired a dehumidifier for the 

Hearse Room and have put in vents to help with the air exchange.  This really helps the hearses, 

especially the horse-drawn hearse talked about in the last issue, and will keep mould from 

forming, especially on the leather.  It’s that little box in the corner to the right of the hearse.  

Thanks guys! 
 

 
 

Bathroom upgrades 

As part of our preparations for re-opening on April 9th, our bathrooms are being redone.  The 

toilets and some of the sinks are being replaced.  Doug Hunt and others have started acquiring 

the new equipment and putting it in.  As with most bathroom renewals, there are always 

complications and theses are being dealt with.  This is yet another major upgrade to our site.   
 

Interesting 

Here’s a little anecdote about the beautiful John Deere tractor featured in our last issue.  This 

tractor was first seen by the editor’s wife, Royann Black, in an ad on Craigslist and ahe brought 

it to my attention as a really different and interesting tractor.  I thought, hmmm, Stuart might be 



3 
 

interested in it so I showed him the ad and he went out and bought that tractor!  Here’s another 

photo of the tractor. 
 

 
 

Recent acquisitions 

Sarah Neil of Chilliwack recently donated a Cockshutt fanning mill in very good condition.  

Here’s a photo: 
 

 
 

Long-time ATA member Wade Wade recently donated a jail cell and a set of stocks for 

recalcitrant people! 
 

                                                                              
 

Cornel Kurtz has been busy doing some reorganizing upstairs in the Canora.  He’s set up a nice 

display of Ray Warner’s engines, most of which operate. 

 

                             
                      Cornel and some of the engines 
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Cornel has also set up a display of kerosene lamps donated by Karen Steinbach.  Right now  

there is not a lot of shelf space upstairs, and the shelf available is too short to be able to put 

chimneys on several of the lamps. 

 

 
 

Titans everywhere 

In preparation for the Plowing Match at the Corn Maze on April 2
nd

, Ray Ramey brought his I-H 

Titan 10/20 to the ATA.  It sits beside ATA’s Titan, which is going to be restored to operating 

condition by Tom Oostenbrug and Jon Nessel. 
 

 
              The Two Titans and ATA’s pink breast cancer Ferguson on the right. 

 

ATA’s Artefacts X:    International Corn Binder  

The reaper-binder, or corn binder, was invented in 1872 by Charles Withington.   In addition to 

cutting the small-grain crop, it would also tie the stems into small bundles, or sheaves.  These  

were then 'shocked' into conical stooks, to allow the grain to dry for several days before being 

threshed.  The original binder used wire to tie the bundles, but soon William Deering invented a 

binder that used twine.  These early binders were horse-drawn and powered by a bull wheel.  

Later models were tractor-drawn. 

The implement had a reel and a sickle bar.  The cut stems would fall onto a canvas, which 

conveyed the crop to the binding mechanism. This mechanism bundled the stems of grain and 

tied a piece of twine around the bundle. Once tied, it was discharged from the back of the binder. 

The ATA's corn binder arrived in a very sorry state.  Nothing was missing, but some parts in the 

back were bent and the wood was all rotten and mostly beyond repair.  The metal was badly 

rusted.  Cornel Kurtz decided to restore the machine to new condition, a major undertaking.  

Pictures from the internet had to be used to reconstruct some of the rotten parts.  Cornel also 

found material and pictures in one of the International books in our library.  Photos he took at the 

time show clearly how degraded the machine was and how much work was required to get it into 

the shape it is now in.  The binder has been stored under cover for most of the time since 

Cornel’s restoration. 
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                                                                                                                         Corn Binder Before 

 

               
 

Community Events 

If you have an event or a group you belong to has an event or course you think our members 

might be interested, please let us know.  We would be happy to put a note in the Flywheel.   
 

ATA Directors and Committees 
 

Directors 

President   Ray Ramey       798-8711   ramey@telus.net 

Vice-President    Rick Clements         846-6610  sclemen@gmail.com 

Treasurer    Donna Wurst   309-1559 donig@shaw.ca 
Secretary  John Black       846-6850  johnwblack@shaw.ca 

Directors    Fred Giesler       701-5030 

   Doug Hunt   791-3503 djhunt041&gmail.com 
   Tom Oostenbrug  855-6552 to6552@telus.net 

   Bill Haynes   858-9955 billhaynes05@gmail.com 

   Ian Bunbury   852-2342 ianbunbury@gmail.com 

   Jon Nessel   798-2027 jonal@shaw.ca 
   Drew Hunt   997-4025 drewhunt1@hotmail.com 

Committees 

Kitchen:  Donna Wurst, Bill Priestly    Museum:        John Black (Chair) 
Store:   Donna Wurst, Bill Priestly    Fire & Safety:       Rick Clements 

Storage & Rentals: Ray Ramey           Flywheel:        John Black  

Inventory:  John Black, Gordon Bryant    Engines:       Tom Oostenbrug 
Membership:  Donna Wurst          Booking:               Ray Ramey       

Mechanical:               Rick Clements           Library:       John Black 
 

 

 

mailto:to6552@telus.net
mailto:billhaynes05@gmail.com
mailto:ianbunbury@gmail.com
mailto:jonal@shaw.ca
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              JESPERSON’S          

                       AUTO REPAIR LTD. 

Complete Auto and Fleet Repair 
              Custom Exhaust . Brakes . RV’s . Trailers 

        Gerard Arink                      Rick Funk 

              Phone: 604.792.0674   45700 Railway Ave. 
              Fax:      604.792.9066   Chilliwack, BC                                                                                
                                             V2P 1L3 

 

 

              

 

   

 

  

       

       

               

 

 

            

 

 


