
1 
 

The Flywheel 
 

 
                                         Vol. 40, No. 10 October 2022 

                                       
“A non-profit organization dedicate to the preservation of our historic past” 
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Chilliwack, B.C.     Webpage: atchelitz.ca/about-us/ 
V2R 4A7 604-858-2119 
 

Coming Events 
  

 

General meeting:           October 11 at 7:00 p.m.  

Board meeting:             October 25 at 7:00 p.m.  
 

 

Annual General Meeting 

Our AGM will occur on Tuesday, November 8
th

.  At this time of year we usually make known 

any changes to our procedures and Handbook.  This year there are none. 

All positions are up for election and re-election.  If you would like to run for the Board please let 

us know. 

 

ATA Yard Sale 

The annual yard sale was by far the largest ever.  It also brought in the largest sums of  money  

ever.  The kitchen did well with its limited menu.  Quite a few people came out the week before  

the sale to help set up.  A good crew came out to set it up on the weekdays prior to the sale.   
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          (Some pictures thanks to Gordon Bryant) 

Chilliwack Fair 

More Pics from the Fair thanks to Gordon Bryant 

 

           
1929 John Deer Model ‘D’ owned by the Pedersen Family   Colin Farquhar, with Robin Forbes, and Robin’s son on the Forbes family’s 

1915 J.I. Case Threshing Machine Company forty hp steam engine tractor. A 
special guest appearance at the 2022 ‘Parade of Power.’ 

 

     
1931 Hayes Anderson directing Fair guests to ATA’s Granma’s Grill  Dave Reid’s photo story board of one hundred years of  

competition plowing matches in Chilliwack. Many photos are in 
Dave’s book on one hundred years of plowing in Chilliwack.  
 

 
Tractors and plows of recent Chilliwack plowing 

match competitors, many who have represented 
BC and Canada in world competitions including 

in Kenya, Australia, and Europe. 
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Restored Dairyland FVMPA milk home delivery horse drawn wagon,  
with a butter churn on the left, and a Surge milking machine on the right Long standing ATA member ‘Wade’ Wade on his model A- 

inspired  garden tractor checking out the garden tractor pulling 
classes. 

 
. 

 
Barley sheaves on the wagon waiting to be forked into McCormick Deering threshing machine with threshed grain g oing into wagon. 

Sheaves of organic barley on the wagon previously harvested using a binder to cut and tie them. Barley was grown on a Sea Bir d Island farm 
east of Agassiz. (Drive belt to Steam Engine not yet hooked up.) 

 

 

 
Prairie Coast Equipment displayed two of their ‘medium sized’ John Deere tractors as part of display featuring John Deere tractors and 
equipment in 2022. Most medium to large size today’s tractors also have a modified three -point system on the front as well as rear, for 

attaching grass hay mowing equipment etc. 

                  
Recently named and signed ‘Donna Wurst Summer House’  “What am I doing here...I am a 50-ton battle tank, made for the Australian   
Source of great food from Granma’s Grill during the Fair  army in 1958. I crushed a dozen wrecked cars at the Fair, and just came to  
provided guests with a shady spot to enjoy their purchases  ‘hang out’ at ATA site the old tractors for a couple of days, before heading 

home…” 
   



4 
 

The SS Canora in the Flywheel over the Years 

Several tidbits about the history of the SS Canora and its engine have appeared in the Flywheel 

over the years.  In January 2015 we noted that we had found a couple of references to the ship.   

According to the newsletter of the Canadian Toy Train Association the Canora started to be built 

as a ferry for the Canadian Northern Pacific Railway.  When the company was taken over by the 

CNR on December 20th 1918, the CNR decided not to provide passenger service from 

Vancouver Island to the mainland; instead they decided to only do freight service.  So the Canora 

(named from CAnadian NOrthern RAilway) went into refit and by 1919 was in service in its new 

role.   
 

 
(http://ferriesbc.proboardsd.com/thread/8184/cn-shi) 

 

In the March/April 1978 issue of Narrow Gauge and Shortline magazine, it was noted that the 

Canora "was known as a dirty ship ...She used coal as fuel...it was difficult to keep her clean. The 

gallery...was infested with "man-eating" cockroaches."  

On You Tube there is a colour film showing the Canora coming into port and a CN steam engine 

unloading it:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E2mIUV9eAv#. 

When the Canora engine arrived in Chilliwack it was sitting on a siding waiting to be unloaded, 

when the train carrying it was hit by another train.  Luckily the engine wasn’t damaged, though 

several train cars and at least one engine suffered. 

 

 

     
 

Finally, in 1917, we were given a copy of Norman Hacking’s Prince Ships of Northern BC by 

Bill Priestly. On page 50 there’s some more info about the S.S. Canora. It was originally ordered 

to provide a passenger link between the Victoria to Patricia Bay line. The Canadian Northern 

Railway ordered the Canora from the Davie Shipbuilding and Repair Co. of Lauzon, Quebec.  

The Canora was 2,383 gross tons and was 308 feet ling.  The Canora was designed as a 

passenger ship, but the passenger aspect was never completed.  Just before the Canora left for 

BC, it was rammed by another ship.  The Canora left Quebec City on September 29, 1918 and 

arrived in Victoria on December 7
th

.  Because the war was on, the ship was armed with a four-

inch gun.  The ship went into service, but when the Canadian Northern was taken over by 

Canadian National, it was turned into a rail ferry. 
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                  Picture of a scale model of the S.S. Canora 

 

Health and Welfare 

Since the governments have relaxed most of the mask restrictions, most people have stopped 

wearing masks.  One thing to remember at ATA is that there are a lot of elderly people and 

members on site.  Please respect those who wear masks and either wear a mask or stay home if 

you have the flu or think you may have Covid. 

 

Museum Hours  

Please note that the Museum will be open to the public on Mondays, Thursdays and Saturdays to 

the end of November.  We will be closed in December and January. 
 
 

ATA Directors 
 

Directors 
 

President   Ray Ramey       798-8711   ramey@telus.net 
Vice-President    Rick Clements         846-6610  sclemen@gmail.com 

Treasurer    Donna Wurst   703-1289 donig@shaw.ca 

Secretary  John Black       846-6850  johnwblack@shaw.ca 

Directors    Fred Giesler       701-5030 
   Doug Hunt   791-3503 djhunt041&gmail.com 
   Tom Oostenbrug  855-6552 to6552@telus.net 

   Bill Haynes   858-9955 billhaynes05@gmail.com 
   Ian Bunbury   852-2342 ianbunbury@gmail.com 

   Jon Nessel   798-2027 jonal@shaw.ca 

   Drew Hunt   997-4025 drewhunt1@hotmail.com 

  

mailto:to6552@telus.net
mailto:billhaynes05@gmail.com
mailto:ianbunbury@gmail.com
mailto:jonal@shaw.ca
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              JESPERSON’S          

                       AUTO REPAIR LTD. 

Complete Auto and Fleet Repair 
              Custom Exhaust . Brakes . RV’s . Trailers 

        Gerard Arink                      Rick Funk 

              Phone: 604.792.0674   45700 Railway Ave. 
              Fax:      604.792.9066   Chilliwack, BC                                                                                
                                             V2P 1L3 
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