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Coming Events 
  

   Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to Everyone!   
 

 

 

 

Jerry Parkhill, 1937-2022 

 

 
 

ATA has lost one of its longest-serving members, Jerry Parkhill.  Jerry was 85 and had been a member 

of ATA for a long time, serving as Vice-President, Board member, and in the Museum and the Library.  

Born in 1937 in Saskatchewan and working for the telephone company, Jerry worked in several countries 

before settling in BC abut 1960.  Jerry loved to talk about his experiences in Saudi Arabia.  Jerry was 

reputed to be the most knowledgeable Jaguar person in Western Canada, and had a lot of experience, 

working on cars and racing his beloved XK-140.  Ub addition to his wife of 67yeaars, Sue Parkhill, he is 

survived by 3 children, 8 grandchildren and 15 great-grandchildren.      

 

 

Working on Site 

The Board is asking the membership never to work alone on the site, for personal safety reasons.  Please 

make sure that another member is on site before you work on any projects that might result in an injury. 
 

Museum Hours  

As of December 1
st
, the Museum is closed.  It will be closed until the beginning of February 

2023.  If people show up at the site there is no reason not to give them a tour.  If anyone or any 

group wishes a tour, they can contact the ATA at atachwk@gmail.com and we can arrange it.  

Please do not leave the gate open when you are on site. 

mailto:atachwk@gmail.com
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Annual General Meeting 

At our Annual General meeting this year no major changes were made.  Ian Bunbury retired from 

the Executive and Gordon Jackson was elected in his place.  All other members renewed their 

commitment. 
 

Annual Reports 

Here are the annual reports for 2022: 
  

Granma’s Grill 2022:  

Our leadership team of Bill Priestley, Deborah Dempster and me [Donna Wurst] wish to thank all other 

members for their support in our management of the Grill.  Thank you to all who volunteered hours of 

their time.  A special thank you to the Kiwanis Club of Sardis for their many members who volunteered.   

We had a much better year, with more attendance to the site.  We were open for the Small Engine Show, 

the Chilliwack Fair and the garage sale and we catered luncheon for the Western Canadian Farriers. 

We were able to finish the back kitchen with the installation of the two stove hood fans and moving the 

stoves to the back wall.  The Kiwanis purchased our left-over product 200s and there was a small delivery 

to the Ruth and Naomi Centre.   Donna Wurst, Treasurer, ATA 
  

Library 2022:   

In view of our limited opening hours and the unavailability of staffing for the library, hours open to the 

public were very limited.  It was open during our shows and other major events.  Numbers of items in the 

collection did not change much during the year as the backlog has essentially been eliminated and there 

were not a lot of donations, though some valuable additions were made.  Weeding of the collection 

continued, and numerous items were put into the yard sale. 

Next year we plan to pick a few areas in the collection which are truly not relevant to the library’s 

purpose and sell items such as the sports and racing car books and manuals and the motorcycle collection.   

As of November 1
st
 we had 9,100 items in the library plus 58 clipping files on our collections, 103 

archival materials, many 8 ½ x 11 historical photos , about 40 framed pictures and many hundreds of 

relevant magazines, plus our minutes and the Flywheel going back to the beginning of the Association. 

           John Black 
 

Membership 2022:  

We started the year with 74 regular and family memberships, 24 Life memberships and 1 

corporate membe4ship.  We had 6 people from 2021 that did not renew.  Now at the end of the 

year 2022 we added 21 new memberships, resulting in 95 regular and family, 29 Life, 2 

corporate and 1 honourary membership.   

Donna Wurst, Membership 
 

Museum Committee 2022:  

During 2021 and 2022 we lost a lot of our Museum volunteers.  As a result we were only able to 

open Mondays, Thursdays and Saturdays after June.  Donations were up for the year as people 

were generous.  Perhaps they appreciated being able to go somewhere when restrictions started 

to be lifted. 

We had two Museum Committee meetings during the year, one in June and one in early 

November.  Both were productive and some good decisions and planning were made and done. 

We still need to do some reorganizing upstairs.  Specifically, the printing press needs to be 

moved to the back of the upper level so Cornel can put the display cabinets in place.  First, the 

back area needs to be cleaned up and unnecessary items removed so we can make space for the 

printing press and make a reasonable display of the scales. 
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John Black for Gordon Bryant, Deborah Dempster, Bill Haynes, Cornel Kurtz,  

Richard Laffere, Mary Porter, Jerry Parkhill, Bill Priestly and Donna Wurst 
 

Storage and Rentals 2022:  

All Storage and Rentals were paid in full.  All amounts were paid by cabin owners, cabin rentals 

and for storage spaces.   

  Donna Wurst, Storage and Rentals 
 

Train Station 2022:   
While activity was down this year, many people came to visit the train station when we were open, and 

were very appreciative of the displays.  Bill Priestly and John Black were able to acquire some really neat 

circus materials, so they turned one end of the layout into a large circus area, complete with Ferris wheel, 

twirling teacups and hot air balloons. 

At our Open House on October 29
th
 the Train Station was visited by quite a few people and they were 

very positive about our display and our operating trains and circus. 

Currently we are preparing a winter and Christmas display, including two Christmas trains and lights. 

John Black, Bill Priestley 
 

Inventory 2022: 
 In early November 2022 we had 2,772 items listed in our inventory.  We added 22 items to our collection 

this year.  Some of these included multiple parts so we did add quite a few more things.  Many small 

items added to collection are not inventoried, and some donations are not added as they are either judged 

superfluous to our collection goals or in the case of duplicated items, are deemed inferior to what we 

already have.  Most of these went into our yard sale.  Gordon Bryant has again done a great job of 

affixing numbers to all of our additions and ensuring forms are filled out.   

John Black, Gordon Bryant 
 

Newsletter 2022:  

During 2022 we e-mailed out 146 copies of the Flywheel and snail-mailed 13.  We managed to put out 12 

full issues, with reports on what was happening at ATA and with some retro articles on our collections.  

We would like to encourage members to submit articles and reports to the newsletter. 

John Black 
 

Facebook page 2022:  
While our Facebook page was quite active in the early part of the year, lately it has not been visited as 

much.  Events, maintenance and changes at ATA are reported on but the limited opening this year has 

affected what happens at the site and there was less to report, at least compared with the previous few 

years. 

John Black 
 

President’s report for 2022:  

I started the year with renewing of our contract with the City which gave us three more 5 year 

extensions. Our next 25 year term comes up in 2037.   I took over the scheduling for the museum 

we went with three days per week, due to lack of volunteers and with the Covid pandemic we 

felt it would be best to run restricted times.  The phone for the club has been forwarded to my 

cell phone. If there were any other days we needed to be open, we have backup volunteers who 

can run tours or open the museum. I would like to find a member to take over scheduling the 

museum.  The phone for the museum has been forwarded to my cell phone, usually its calls 

about booking or whether we are open. 
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    I set up our meetings to Zoom and hybrid meetings to keep the numbers in the room down and 

be able to have people with compromised immune systems and from out of town be able to take 

part in the meetings. 

    My role with the Heritage Advisory Committee for the city of Chilliwack has ended this year, 

with the work on heritage strategic action plan.  They have asked if I’m interested in continuing 

with the advisory committee. 

    I started the voyager program at the beginning of the year. It’s a virtual reality program to 

enable schools to look at items in our museum and listen to stories about history of our 

community or about items in our inventory.  Our next step is setting up the virtual tour and doing 

interviews. 

    For PR this year we did a full page ad in the paper for our small engine show which worked 

out good; we decided to not do one for the fair since we had used up our budget on other 

advertising.  I did one more ad for an open house to bring in some new members and get us set 

for our upcoming year.  We signed up five new members and it was a good event.  I’m not going 

to the BCMA conference this year; it’s held in Victoria with Heritage BC.  I decided to take a 

day of and go to the Vancouver coast & mountain industry forum through Destination BC.  I 

would like to see what the tourism industry plan is for the upcoming year.  I’ve worked with 

Destination BC when I first started as president of the club working on a destination 

development plan. 

  I would like to have a couple of volunteers to help work on the virtual tours and some input/ 

work on the website. 
  Ray Ramey, President 
 

Museum Committee           
At a meeting of the Museum Committee in early November, it was recommended that we could 

open only on Saturdays in March and April 2023 and then try and move to opening 6 or 7 days a 

week from May on.  Janet Pohl has agreed to take over scheduling the Museum shifts from Ray 

Ramey.  John Black will remain as Chair of the Committee. 
 

Work in Progress 

Bill Haynes and others are continuing to work filling in the space by the machine shop display in 

the back of the Pioneer.  It is going to be very attractive when done. 
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ATA’s Artifacts XIII: Vivian Engines 
 

In 2013 ATA acquired several Vivian engines from the Vancouver Maritime Museum, including a large 

straight-8 marine engine.  Will Vivian (1890-1965) established the Vivian Engine Works in Vancouver in 

1909.  At that time the BC fishing industry was converting to engine power, and Vivian was in the right 

place at the right time. 

His main focus was on four-cycle, long stroke, slow-turning marine engines.  As time passed the 

company moved to diesel engines because of their simplicity and efficiency and Vivian was the first 

Canadian company to produce diesel engines.  Will Vivian was very conservative, and once he had some 

success, did not like the idea of adaptation to changes in production methods and types of engines 

(including high speed engines).   

He resisted the move to light and compact diesel engines which were easier to install and service and 

were produced using mass production methods and more modern metals technology.  This meant that 

Vivian lost out to their opposition in the postwar period.  In 1949 he sold his interest in the company to 

Brush-Able of England.  The Vivian name disappeared in the early 50's when Brush-Able was bought out 

by Hawker-Siddeley.  The company continued to produce parts for surviving Vivians at least into the 

1980s.  The Maritime Museum had 4 Vivian engines, and these are the engines that the ATA acquired in 

2013.  Unfortunately we have not gotten the 8-cylinder running as we had promised the Museum. 
 

          
Our Vivian straight 8 Our Vivian 4 cylinder     Our 2 Vivian 3-cylinder engines, one of which is a marine engine 
 

After producing over 600 engines for the military during the Second World War, Vivian aggressively 

promoted their engines around the world, and achieved a modicum of success, but In 1949 Vivian sold his 

interest to Brush-Able of England.  The Vivian name disappeared in the early 50's when Brush-Able was 

bought out by Hawker-Siddeley.  The company continued to produce parts for surviving Vivians at least 

into the 1980s.   
 

ATA Directors 
 

Directors 
 

President   Ray Ramey       798-8711   ramey@telus.net 

Vice-President    Rick Clements         846-6610  sclemen@gmail.com 

Treasurer    Donna Wurst   703-1289 donig@shaw.ca 

Secretary  John Black       846-6850  johnwblack@shaw.ca 

Directors    Fred Giesler       701-5030 

   Doug Hunt   791-3503 djhunt041&gmail.com 
   Tom Oostenbrug  855-6552 to6552@telus.net 

   Bill Haynes   858-9955 billhaynes05@gmail.com  

   Gordon Jackson   858-4080 elainejackson@gmail.com 

   Jon Nessel   798-2027 jonal@shaw.ca 

   Drew Hunt   997-4025 drewhunt1@hotmail.com 

 
 

mailto:to6552@telus.net
mailto:jonal@shaw.ca
mailto:drewhunt1@hotmail.com
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              JESPERSON’S          

                       AUTO REPAIR LTD. 

Complete Auto and Fleet Repair 
              Custom Exhaust . Brakes . RV’s . Trailers 

        Gerard Arink                      Rick Funk 

              Phone: 604.792.0674   45700 Railway Ave. 
              Fax:      604.792.9066   Chilliwack, BC                                                                                
                                             V2P 1L3 

 

 

              

 

   

 

  

       

                

                       

 

 

            

 

 


