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Atchelitz Threshermen's Association
44146 Luckakuck Way
Chilliwack B.C. V2R 4A7 604-858-2119

Please send comments or articles to: atachwk@gmail.com
www.atchelitz.ca
Check out our Facebook page

Meetings
Tuesday, April 9th
7:30 p.m. General Meeting
Saturday, April 6
Chilliwack Plowing Match
Tuesday, April 23rd
7:00 p.m. Board Meeting
May 18-19
ATA Small Engine Show
Chilliwack Plowing Match
This will be held Saturday April 6 at Chilliwack Corn Maze, 41905 Yale Road

Museum Hours
We are now one month away from the beginning of our 7 day a week opening. It is now time to
think about assembling a schedule for the shifts in the Museum. Although we will have some
holdovers from last year, we do need more volunteers for the 7 day opening. Please let us know.
ATA’s Spring Fling, or Christmas Potluck
ATA’s “Spring Fling” on March 23rd was a great success. More than 50 people came, and the
food was great. The displays of green tractors (John Deere, of course), red tractors, cars and

1

trains made a great centerpiece for the tables. Richard Laffere looks really happy with the large
Asahi beer container.

As I Remember, Part I
Written by Dave Reid
The history that I have written only applies to the area from east of Rosedale to the Vedder
Canal, during the Fraser River flooding challenge in Chilliwack and surrounding areas in 1894
and1948. I hope that this article will clear up some of the myths that have been floating around
over the years as to what took place in the two floods.
1894
First, it has been asked why the dykes didn’t keep the river from flooding in 1894. The answer:
There were no dykes in the Chilliwack area in 1894.
After the 1894 flood it was decided by the various levels of government to build a dyke from the
east of Rosedale to the west, which is now called the Vedder Canal, to protect Chilliwack and
area from future flooding.

2

I don’t know how long it took to build the dyke as it was mostly done by horse teams pulling
Fresno scrapers, or slip scrapers.
The dyke was about four feet to six feet high; some places were higher with a base width of
twelve to fourteen feet, using material from the river side of the dyke.
After the dykes were built, anybody who owned land that was flooded in 1894 had to pay a
dyking tax, to help defray the cost of construction. This applied only to landowners inside the
dkye.
Anybody that reads this history is going to wonder where I get all this information, as I was born
34 years after the 1894 flood. Answer: I worked with many different people in the 1940’s and
50’s, mainly on farms, who had been through the 1894 flood and retained memories of the
flooding in the early years. They then passed the information on to me on different occasions.
From the 1894 to the 194 8 flood there were some yeas the Fraser River flooded the land outside
the dyke, but not inside the dyke. There was seepage only.

Fresno scraper

Slip scraper

Photo from the Chilliwack Museum and Archives

Memories from the Prairies
I’m not from the Prairies, but lots of people at ATA are and they talk about what it was like
growing up there in the old days. Some of them miss the old farms and grain elevators, and the
say nearly all of them are gone. Reading the Senior Paper makes these stories and memories
even more real, so I thought this picture might refresh some memories.
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For Sale
ATA has a (cast?) iron stove for sale. Anyone interested please call the office (604-858-2119) or
e-mail us at atachwk@gmail.com We also have a television cabinet, which could easily be
adapted with shelves.

ATA Yard Sale
We are getting closer to the time for the ATA yard sale, and we do not have a lot of stuff to sell.
Please bring your Yard Sale items in, and if your neighbours or your complex have a sale, tell
them we will take what is left over from their sales for ours.
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Paint
Bill Priestly and Bill Smith recently cleaned up the paint in the Walker Shop. They have found a
lot of cans of paint which we have to recycle. Latex paint does not do well in unheated areas and
has to be gotten rid of after the winter. If you are planning to bring in paint or other chemicals,
please check with us first. Please do not bring in partly full cans.
ATA Directors and Committees 2019
President
Ray Ramey
798-8711
Vice-President
Stuart Vanderkooi
819-5002
Treasurer
Donna Wurst
309-1559
Secretary
John Black
846-6850
Directors
Fred Giesler
701-5030
Rick Clements
846-6610
Will Dempster
997-1407
Gordon Jackson
858-4080
Vern Sawyer
847-9174
Dennis Wiebe
378-8302
Allan Dempster
792-8599
Committees:
Kitchen Committee Donna Wurst, Shirley Vanderkooi
Bill Priestley
846-0842
Store Committee
Donna Wurst, Bill Priestly
Storage & Rentals
Ray Ramey
Inventory
J. Black, B. Priestley, Gordon Bryant
Membership
Vern Sawyer
Booking
Deborah Dempster
792-8599
Mechanical
Ron Finnigan
819-2373
Library
J. Black
Museum Committee J. Black (Chair)
Fire and Safety
Deborah Dempster
Flywheel
J. Black

6

ramey@telus.net
ssretired@telus.net
donig@shaw.ca
johnwblack@shaw.ca
sclemen@gmail.com
wjdempster@shaw.ca
elainejackson@gmail.com
atasawyer@telus.net
dennisjwiebe@shaw.ca
ardempster1@gmail.com

wjpriest42@gmail.com

debdempster@shaw.ca
finni2@shaw.ca

JESPERSON'S
AUTO REPAIR LTD.
Complete Auto and Fleet Repair
Custom Exhaust . Brakes . RV's . Trailers

Gerard Arink

Rick Funk

Phone: 604.792.0674 45700 Railway Ave.
Fax:
604.792.9066
Chilliwack, BC
V2P 1L3
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