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        Atchelitz Threshermen's Association           Please send comments or articles to: atachwk@gmail.com 

       44146 Luckakuck Way           www.atchelitz.ca  

       Chilliwack B.C. V2R 4A7 604-858-2119         Check out our Facebook page   
 

Events 

                             Tuesday, May 14           7:30 p.m. General Meeting 

  Tuesday, May 28           7:00 p.m. Board Meeting 

   May 18-19                     ATA Small Engine Show, Tractor Pull 
    

 

 
 

http://www.atchelitz.ca/
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Around the Site 
New lights in the Chapel  

Bill Haynes and Bill Priestly put the new lights up in the Chapel in April and they look and work 

much better than the old ones.  Planning is ongoing on putting a new floor in the building. 

 

                 
 

 

Wheelchair-Bicycle 

Richard Laffere recently brought in a combination wheelchair-bicycle for people wanting to get 

around the site.  The fellow who made it has made several others for people to use.  It even has 

seatbelts!   

 

 
 

 

Rentals  
ATA has recently rented some of our artifacts to the movie industry.  Here are some photos of 

some of our wagons leaving the site: 
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     All ready to go 

 

Restorations 

Ron Blizzard did quite a bit of work on our 1929 Chevrolet truck.  Unfortunately the engine is 

beyond help.  It certainly has improved though!  If you take a closer look at the headlights, Ron 

did a great job making them look real! 
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Chilliwack Plowing Match 

Ray Ramey and his daughter Hunter did really well at the Chilliwack Plowing Match. 

 

         
 

As I Remember, Part II 

  Written by Dave Reid 
 

1948 

The flood of 1948 was a disaster but was also a wakeup call to the Dyking Commission to 

reinforce the existing dyke to a higher standard. 
 

If the dyke had broken above Rosedale, the city of Chilliwack would have been under water. The 

reason for the high water level in the Fraser River in 1948, that flooded from the middle of May 

to the middle of June, was a very high heat wave in many parts of B.C. that lasted more than 3 

weeks, melting the heavy snow pack in the interior of B.C. 

A lot of credit should have been given to the MacGrath, Armstrong and Bustin families, who 

were in the gravel and trucking business in Rosedale.  They were the first to start raising the 

dyke level, long before the Dyking Authority knew what was taking place. 

Whether these people, and others who were involved in the early stages of raising the dyke level, 

received any recognition for their effort, I do not know. 

After the word got around that the Fraser River could flood the whole Fraser Valley, almost all 

of the able-bodied people of the community got behind the effort to save it from doing so. 
 

As the trucks hauled the material, there were many volunteer groups all along the dyke, filling 

sand bags and levelling the material that the trucks had spread in various places.  Later on, the 

army personnel got involved in this very large endeavour.  To gain access to the dyke in some 

places, the roads crossing the sloughs had to be raised above the high water level.  That part of 

the flood control could use larger trucks. 

There could have been as many as 20 to 30 or more, small 3-5 yard trucks hauling gravel and 

sand aggregate.  The reason the small trucks only were used, was to prevent the breakdown of 

the existing dyke as it was very soft and unstable.  To start building up the dyke, the truck wheel 

ruts had to be filled as they were deeper than the level of the water in the river.  Just think about 

what it was like, driving a truck with the river flowing 3 feet away from the side of the truck.  

Scary?  You bet it was!  Most trucks ran two shifts of 10 to 12 hours each, if the drivers were 

available. 
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When the flooding challenge was at its peak, all gravel trucks followed on another, travelling in 

the same direction, loading at various gravel pits, starting at about where Highway 9 is today in 

Rosedale, entering and exiting at Bustin, Gill, Jesperson, Kitchen, Ballam, McDonald and Young 

Roads.  At the west end all trucks exited off Young Road at the city centre (Five Corners) and 

proceeded east on Yale Road to whatever are of the dyke that the material was being loaded. 

This procedure went from west to east and lasted about 3 weeks, until the dyke was capable of 

handling the water flow, which was then starting to recede. 
 

 
 

Illustrations from Nature’s fury: the inside story of the disastrous BC floods, May-June 1948, available on the 
City of Chilliwack website   
https://www.chilliwack.com/main/attachments/Files/1503/Fury%20-%20Flood%20Disaster%20Book%201948.pdf 
 

 

A little light humour 

Can you cry under water? 

Why do you have to "put your two cents in"... but it’s only a "penny for your thoughts"?   

What disease did cured ham actually have? 

Why is it that people say they "slept like a baby" when babies wake up like every two hours? 

If a deaf person has to go to court, is it still called a hearing?  

Why do toasters always have a setting that burns the toast to a horrible crisp, which no decent 

human being would eat? 

Can a hearse carrying a corpse drive in the carpool lane? 

https://www.chilliwack.com/main/attachments/Files/1503/Fury%20-%20Flood%20Disaster%20Book%201948.pdf
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For Sale 

ATA has a cast iron stove for sale.  Anyone interested please call the office (604-858-2119) or e-

mail us at atachwk@gmail.com  We also have a television cabinet, which could easily be 

adapted with more shelves. 

 

 
 

ATA also has a solid oak tv cabinet with glass doors and several shelves for sale.   

 

 
 

We also have a piano and an organ for sale or…. Photos next month 

 

A thought 

Why is the Queen on Canadian money? 

Because England basically raised Canada until we were old enough to make our own decisions. 

America left home super early and made bad life choices as a result.                                                     

 

 

mailto:atachwk@gmail.com
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ATA Directors and Committees 2019 
        

President   Ray Ramey       798-8711   ramey@telus.net 

Vice-President    Stuart Vanderkooi        819-5002  ssretired@telus.net 

Treasurer    Donna Wurst   309-1559 donig@shaw.ca 

Secretary  John Black       846-6850  johnwblack@shaw.ca 

Directors    Fred Giesler       701-5030 

   Rick Clements            846-6610  sclemen@gmail.com 

    Will Dempster   997-1407 wjdempster@shaw.ca 

   Gordon Jackson  858-4080  elainejackson@gmail.com 
   Vern Sawyer   847-9174  atasawyer@telus.net 

   Dennis Wiebe   378-8302 dennisjwiebe@shaw.ca 

   Allan Dempster  792-8599 ardempster1@gmail.com 

Committees: 

Kitchen Committee Donna Wurst, Shirley Vanderkooi 

   Bill Priestley   846-0842 wjpriest42@gmail.com 
Store Committee Donna Wurst, Bill Priestly 

Storage & Rentals   Ray Ramey        

Inventory    J. Black, B. Priestley, Gordon Bryant 

Membership   Vern Sawyer 

Booking       Deborah Dempster  792-8599 debdempster@shaw.ca 

Mechanical  Ron Finnigan                  819-2373   finni2@shaw.ca 

Library  J. Black         

Museum Committee   J. Black (Chair)   

Fire and Safety Deborah Dempster 

Flywheel J. Black 

 

Tractor Pullers Schedule 2019 
 

May 18-19   Chilliwack (Small Engine Show) 

                                                   July 20-21 Aldergrove 

                                     August 10-11 Chilliwack (Chilliwack Fair) 

                                                  September 14 Agassiz 

 

 
  

mailto:wjdempster@shaw.ca
mailto:elainejackson@gmail.com
mailto:atasawyer@telus.net
mailto:dennisjwiebe@shaw.ca
mailto:wjpriest42@gmail.com
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         JESPERSON'S          

                       AUTO REPAIR LTD. 

Complete Auto and Fleet Repair 
              Custom Exhaust . Brakes . RV's . Trailers 

        Gerard Arink                      Rick Funk 

              Phone: 604.792.0674   45700 Railway Ave. 
              Fax:      604.792.9066   Chilliwack, BC                                                                                
                                             V2P 1L3 
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