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Atchelitz Threshermen's Association
44146 Luckakuck Way

Please send comments or articles to: atachwk@gmail.com
www.atchelitz.ca

Chilliwack B.C. V2R 4A7 604-858-2119

Check out our Facebook page under “Atchelitz…”

Events
Chilliwack Fair
Membership meeting
Board meeting

August 9-11
August 13, 2019 at 7:30 p.m.
August 20, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.

John Holcik, 1936-2019
John Holcik was one of the early members of the ATA. He and his son were very active in the
tractor pull. He also had a large collection of McCormick tractors and enjoyed restoring them.

The Fair
Our participation in the Chilliwack Fair is very important. We need volunteers to help prepare the site.
The kitchen staff needs volunteers to clean up the kitchen area after each day so that the staff can leave
after the kitchen closes. We also need volunteers to staff the various buildings and to help with a myriad
of other things, including the threshing demonstration and events for children. Let’s all come out and
help!

Yard Sale
Our Yard Sale was the most successful we’ve had in all the years we’ve been doing them. We had lots of
help and we sold a lot of stuff, including some big ticket items. P.S. The beer bottles were empty!
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Flowers
Stuart and Shirley Vanderkooi have done a wonderful job with flowers again this year. They
brighten up the site so well.

A Little Note from the Past
Dave Reid recently brought in a copy of our 1986 membership list. These were the
1986 Board of Directors:
President:
Vice-President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Directors:

Gordon Posein
Don Brewer
Marion Diebold
John Rich
Ralph Goddard, Don Hary, Elvin Ratzlaff, George Reimer, Herman Warnke.

ATA’s Green Pea Thresher
By Gordon Jackson
This machine was donated by York Farms on South Sumas Road in the early years of the Association.
Some of the old pictures of the ATA show this machine in a separate shed before it was joined up to the
machine shed west of the Walker Shop. A lot of people probably walk by this artifact and don’t even
realize what a part it once played in Chilliwack history. Without the efforts of the late Don Hardy, this
machine would have gone to the scrap heap.
If you want to know about green pea threshing, speak to Frank Van den Dorpel as he worked on these
things many years ago when the world was young. Green peas were cut with a sickle mower in the field
and hauled to the thresher where peas come out of the side and pea vines out the back end. The back
breaking labour did not end there, as some farmers took the pea vine home for silage.
These machines were located at York farms and on the Mitchell farm in a row of about 10 units, each with
its own engine. As things progressed, the pea thresher became portable, still with its own power unit but
pulled through the field by a tractor. Finally, the machines became self-propelled, before pea-growing
disappeared from Chilliwack.
The machine at ATA was very active during the first few shows. I remember cutting up a pickup
truck load of peas with the scythe and bringing them to the show. There are pictures somewhere of the
machine being run by the Sawyer-Massey steamer with Neil Brading-Brown at the controls. The steamer
was donated by Neil, who lived in Comox and loved to come to our show of live steam.
The public would stand beside the thresher and eat green peas as they rolled out of the machine. I
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don’t think I would want to eat anything that rolled out of the thing now. It’s probably full of starlings.
Maybe one day the peas will come back, just like the hop yards.

Pencils
If you buy one of our pencils, you’ll never have to buy one again!

ATA is not the only museum that has a pink tractor:
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Chilliwack
Agassiz

Tractor Pullers Schedule
August 10-11 (at the ATA site during the Fair-Threshing Bee)
September 14

For Sale
Gibson tractor model D2 with push blade (Wisconsin one cylinder engine). Small Oliver OC3 Caterpillar
and a Case 448 lawn mower. Open to offers. 604-316-5921.
ATA has a cast iron stove and a solid oak tv cabinet with glass doors and several shelves for sale.
Anyone interested please call the office (604-858-2119) or e-mail us at atachwk@gmail.com

This bandsaw is available from Jean Norrie at jeannorrie@icloud.com.
ATA Directors and Committees 2019
President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Secretary
Directors

Committees:
Kitchen Committee
Store Committee
Storage & Rentals
Inventory
Membership
Booking
Mechanical
Library
Museum Committee
Fire and Safety
Flywheel

Ray Ramey
Stuart Vanderkooi
Donna Wurst
John Black
Fred Giesler
Rick Clements
Will Dempster
Gordon Jackson
Vern Sawyer
Allan Dempster
Wade Wade

798-8711
819-5002
309-1559
846-6850
701-5030
846-6610
997-1407
858-4080
847-9174
792-8599
792-2817

Donna Wurst, Shirley Vanderkooi
Bill Priestley
846-0842
Donna Wurst, Bill Priestly
Ray Ramey
J. Black, B. Priestley, Gordon Bryant
Vern Sawyer
Deborah Dempster
792-8599
Ron Finnigan
819-2373
J. Black
J. Black (Chair)
Deborah Dempster
J. Black
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ramey@telus.net
ssretired@telus.net
donig@shaw.ca
johnwblack@shaw.ca
sclemen@gmail.com
wjdempster@shaw.ca
elainejackson@gmail.com
atasawyer@telus.net
ardempster1@gmail.com
uutoo@telus.net

wjpriest42@gmail.com

debdempster@shaw.ca
finni2@shaw.ca

North Van’s Streetcar No.153 as originally found

Fraser Valley Milk Producers Association

Here’s a little photograph we have in our collection showing a whole group of FVMPA milk wagons. I
wonder if one of them is ours. From the picture you can see how accurate the labels on our wagon are.
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JESPERSON'S
AUTO REPAIR LTD.
Complete Auto and Fleet Repair
Custom Exhaust . Brakes . RV's . Trailers

Gerard Arink

Rick Funk

Phone: 604.792.0674 45700 Railway Ave.
Fax:
604.792.9066
Chilliwack, BC
V2P 1L3
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