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“A non-profit organization dedicate to the preservation of our historic past” 
        

 Atchelitz Threshermen's Association           Please send comments or articles to: atachwk@gmail.com 

       44146 Luckakuck Way           www.atchelitz.ca  

       Chilliwack B.C. V2R 4A7 604-858-2119         Check out our Facebook page under “Atchelitz…” 

 

Meetings and Events 
 

  Tuesday November 10, 2020 7:30 p.m.  General Meeting at ATA & on Zoom. 
 

 

Annual General Meeting 
At the general meeting on the 20

th
 of October, it was agreed to postpone the Annual General 

Meeting until next November, with a review of the situation in April 2021.  This is as a result of 

the Societies people allowing societies to postpone their AGMs. till next November.  Our 

concern is to have as many members as possible attend our AGM.  We also decided that we will 

print our annual reports in the Flywheel. 
 

Break-in  

There was a break-in on our site on November 2
nd

.  Thieves broke into the Heritage Park site and 

then cut a hole in our fence.  Although we haven’t been able to determine if anything is missing, 

the Kiwanis trailer was broken into and several padlocks in the back area were cut. 
 

Opening 

The ATA site is now closed for the winter.  We are open for tours and requested visits by request 

only.   

 

New Inventory   

Recently Dr. Leslie Ross, a Chilliwack veterinarian, retired and gave us her collection of medical 

historical items.  All of the collection is on display in our museum and is really worth seeing. 
 

                        
 

http://www.atchelitz.ca/
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Meetings 

During the Covid outbreak attendance at meetings has fallen considerably.  We would like to 

encourage members to attend meetings virtually.  This means using the internet to coneect with 

the meeting.  This is done by using a program called Zoom to join a meeting.  This is an easy 

way to participate in the meetings and stay safe at the same time. 

To participate online, please contact Ray and ask him to add you to the Zoom list.  He will then 

email you an invitation and easy instructions on how to connect to the Zoom meeting. 

   

Annual Reports  

The full Treasurer’s and Grandmas’s Grill reports will be sent out in a separate mailing to 

members. 
 

1. Storage and Rentals report 2020 

 

Thank you to the cabin owners and renters who have repaired and painted up their cabins during 

the year.  There is one cabin owner who has not paid the grounds and hydro, this amount will be 

added to his next year’s invoice.  The following list is the moneys collected for costs allowed to 

the cabins and rentals 

Grounds       $ 1,050.00 

Hydro                 850.00 

Rentals            1,300.00 

Storage            2,760.00 

Submitted by Donna J.  Wurst 

 

2. Granma’s Grill 

Granma’s Grill has not been open this year.  We used the time to remodel. We used our 

Chilliwack Foundation grant to purchase 2 new grills, replace the back kitchen shelves with 

metal shelves and we painted the entire area. The grant was in the general account so costs were 

paid from that account.  Thank you to everyone that helped in this work.  

Submitted by Donna J. Wurst 

3. Membership 
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The year 2019-2020 was hard on our membership.  We had several members who did not renew 

for the year but we did have 4 new members join.  These included two family and two regular 

memberships.   

Regular memberships                    40 

Family memberships                     40 

Life memberships                          23 

Corp memberships                           1 

                                                     103 members 

Submitted by Donna J. Wurst  

4. Library 

The Library has not been very busy this year.  We have received a few new donations of books 

and materials and they will be processed as soon as we are able.  We have approximately 9,400 

items in our collection, and if we include all the periodical issues, we have well over 10,000. 

John Black 

5. Inventory 

A small number of donations came in this year.  The most interesting were the historical medical 

items donated by Dr. Leslie Ross, a retired Chilliwack veterinarian.  See the report and pictures 

below.  Gordon Bryant has worked hard and diligently to keep the inventory up. 

        John Black 

6. Museum and Train Station 

The year started out well for our Museum and Train Station and we had looked forward to a 

banner year.  Covid-19 put paid to all that, and we have only been able to be open from January 

to the first half of March and then on Saturdays in August and September.  Thanks to all the 

people who volunteered to try and keep our site and museums open in this trying time. 

        John Black 

7. President’s report for 2020   

  The year started looking like it was going to be a great year with lots of booked events and a 

busy year; who would have thought Covid would be such a game changer.   We closed down and 

went to Zoom meetings and then eventually went to hybrid Zoom and in person meeting which 

enables us to limit the amount of people in the room. With everything cancelling we went to 

being open Saturdays with some Sundays.  I was there for each opening day to help and finish up 

a few other projects and assist volunteers.  I followed the Museum Association and Destination 

BC Covid information for business and tourism. We worked together on setting up a program 

that would give us the highest amount of protection, with social distancing and masking up. 

 

  Our goal was to break even for the year. With the money we brought in with selling scrap steel, 

the yard sale and the grant Donna applied for and received, I think we almost made it.  We still 

have trees to trim and some other maintenance items to do.  We received a boiler from the Peace 

Arch Hospital that is capable of running the Canora and be used for a steam show. People from 

other parts of BC and the US can come with their stationary steam engines and we can plug them 

in and have them run. The goal set is to be a BC destination. 

  

  I’ve been working on setting up an Account with Grant Advantage which directs applicants to 

foundations which would be interested in investing in non-profits.  These include foundations 

like the Chilliwack Foundation. When we have estimates for repairs, then I can apply for 

different grants. Many items are not covered by regular grant applications.  These include 
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lighting, the fork lift engine, electrical upgrades and other things that would be labelled as 

maintenance items.  I’m thinking of putting in an application to the Royal Bank, as one source.  

I’ve applied for a CERP Grant (Community Economic Recovery Infrastructure Program). The 

province committed $90 million to support community economic resilience.  The grant is for 

100% coverage; it was a very difficult task setting up and doing the grant. I had a lot of help 

from Paul at Heritage BC.  I also had lots of help from John Black and Donna Wurst with 

wording the grant and crunching the numbers.  We just need to wait to see the outcome. 

I’ve been doing some thinking and I’m going to do some more research on what we will need to 

do for the New Year.   We will be discussing it at our general meetings coming up and will talk 

about open days and being open to the public. I don’t think there will be any large gatherings for 

next year; the Fair and the Chilliwack festival may not happen. 

        Ray Ramey 

8. PR 

 

   It’s been an interesting year for Public Relations. We have a good connection with the local 

paper, and Jenna Hauk has been a great help for advertising. We didn’t need to do too much for 

advertising. I’ve been making some changes to the website and am hoping to add PayPal.  I’m 

still on the Heritage Advisory committee for the City of Chilliwack as a representative of the  

ATA.  A couple of the City councillors offered letters of support for the CERP Grant to any of 

the members of the committee. I took them up on their offer. I’ve been keeping in contact with 

the BC Museums Association, Heritage BC and Destination BC.  I joined the BCMA annual 

general meeting via Zoom and sat in on Gala event and stayed for the after meeting conversation. 

They all have similar issues to ours, like how to get people into their site, advertising etc. 

        Ray Ramey 

 

9. Facebook page report 

The Facebook page has been fairly active this year.  We now have 442 “likes,” 452 

followers and 131 people checked in.  Last year at this time we had 262 “likes”.  Our post 

about the moving of the Klassen cabin attracted 653 people. We posted 53 times this 

year, and need to move from a weekly post to one every three days to attract more 

visitors. 

       John Black 

 

10. Flywheel report 

We produce 114 copies of the newsletter each month, of which 100 are e-mailed and 14 

(18 last year) are snail mailed.  This is only a marginal change from our 113 last year. We 

lost one of our advertisers this year and now have two gaps in our advertising page.  Any 

ideas? 

       John Black 
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****************************************************************************** 

ATA Directors  
Directors 

President   Ray Ramey       798-8711   ramey@telus.net 
Vice-President    Rick Clements         846-6610  sclemen@gmail.com 
Treasurer    Donna Wurst   309-1559 donig@shaw.ca 
Secretary  John Black       846-6850  johnwblack@shaw.ca 
Directors    Fred Giesler       701-5030 
   Gordon Jackson   858-4080  elainejackson@gmail.com 
   Tom Oostenbrug  855-6552 to6552@telus.net 
   Bill Haynes   858-9955 billhaynes05@gmail.com 
   Ian Bunbury   852-2342 ianbunbury@gmail.com 
   Jon Nessel   798-2027 jonal@shaw.ca 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 

Some early tractor ads 
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         JESPERSON'S          

                       AUTO REPAIR LTD. 

Complete Auto and Fleet Repair 
              Custom Exhaust . Brakes . RV's . Trailers 

        Gerard Arink                      Rick Funk 

              Phone: 604.792.0674   45700 Railway Ave. 

              Fax:      604.792.9066   Chilliwack, BC                                                                                
                                             V2P 1L3 

 

 

     

     

 

   

  

    

  

 

 

 

            

 


