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The Flywheel                                                        
 

Newsletter of the Atchelitz Threshermen's Association            Vol. 33, No.3 March 2015 
 

"A non-profit organization dedicated to the preservation of our historic past" 

 

Atchelitz Threshermen's Association                Please send comments or submissions/articles to the editor, John 
 44146 Luckakuck Way, Chilliwack B.C. V2R 4A7  Black, at:  atachwk@yahoo.ca 

604-858-2119   www.atchelitz.ca                                          Check us out on Facebook! 

 

Coming events 
ATA General Meeting  Tuesday, March 10, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. in the Canora  
ATA Board Meeting  Tuesday, March 24, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the Canora 
 

Around the Site 
“Christmas” Potluck 
ATA’s “Christmas” Potluck, held in February, of course, was another great success.  This year it was held 
in the basement of Atchelitz Hall instead of upstairs.  There was a good crowd and the gift exchange was 
lots of fun.  Gordon Jackson brought in some wonderful photos and posters and Dave Dirks delivered a 
little history of the Association.  Wade Wade (below) was there taking pictures of everyone.  You can see 
the results in the Canora.  
 

 
Wade Wade doing what he loves to do 

 

Dave Reid is having a Garage Sale March 28th 
He is downsizing his farm and shop at his yard sale at 44850 Luckakuck Way on Saturday March 28

th
 

from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Seventeen ft. (17’) tandem hay trailer, 24 ft. hay elevator on wheels.  Tractor 10’ 
cultivator.  Plus a large amount of shop and barn tools and equipment.   

 

                       
Saw re-erected by Dwayne Huseby & Bill Smith        Fred Giesler and Frank Van den Dorpel and the Farmall Model A 
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ATA’s Yard Sale in May 
As part of our small engine show in May, we will be holding our third annual garage/yard sale at ATA.  
Please bring in any saleable items for the sale.  At this point we are short of items for the sale.  If your 
friends or neighbours are thinking of getting rid of stuff, please let them know they can donate it to us.  
Items can be brought to the Pioneer building on Saturdays between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m.  If you are able to 
help with the Yard Sale, please contact us at 604-858-2119 or at atachwk@yahoo.ca. 
 
 

For Sale & Purchase  
Todd and Sheila Schwartz of Vernon are looking to buy steel wheel tractors.  Their number is: 250-542-
7170. 
 

The old dragsaw by the saw shop is now available.  Anyone interested in it please call us at 604-858-
2119  or e-mail us at atachwk@yahoo.ca 
 
Retro-looking room heater with simulated flame, has heat control.  $50.     4’ x 8’ utility trailer, 
experienced.  $200.   New – electric paint sprayer,   router complete with bits and table, finger joint table.  
Ron Finnigan 604-819-2373 or finni2@shaw.ca 

 

Titan Tractors 
 

ATA’s International Harvester 10-20 Titan tractor (SN 49211) was acquired from the Royal BC Museum in 
1989.  It is missing quite a few parts though it is in reasonable condition.  Ray Ramey of ATA has begun a 
search for parts to get the tractor running.  Ray has his own Titan, which he restored to running condition.  
He has brought it to our Threshing Bee each year for the past few years, and it has competed in 
ploughing matches.  The steering gear on the vehicle is so worn that it takes a lot of effort and many turns 
of the wheel to turn the tractor!  Below is an article by Ray about his own Titan tractor. 
 

My Titan Tractor  By Ray Ramey 

My Titan was bought in the early 1930’s in Hythe, Alberta and was driven up to Cecil Lake, B.C. 
pulling a wooden threshing machine. It is 147.5 km from Hythe to Fort St. John on the Alaska Highway.  
Back then it would have been more than 200 km (120 miles). The Titan has two forward gears, slow and 
slower, so I’m sure it would have taken a week or so to drive it home.  It was followed by a horse and 
wagon which carried all the fuel and water to make the trip. From what I understand there may have been 
a ferry at Taylor [just south of Fort St. John BC] in order to cross the Peace River. They followed the old 
pack trail up to Cecil Lake.  Below is a photo of the tractor back in the early years. 

 

 
 

The owner used it to plow but found it to be so slow that his father’s horse and plow team could 
out plow him. They ended up using it as a stationary engine to cut fire wood and chop grain. Because it 
ran in the same spot continuously bouncing up and down it cracked the frame by the transmission. When 
he went to move it in 1974 approx. he could not get it loaded, the frame was so bad it was ready to break. 
Maurice Hunter decided to buy it and move it to his farm in Cecil Lake. He ran a chain with a turnbuckle 
from the front to the back of the tractor and pulled it back together to hold it. When he got it home he gave 
it a shot of gas and it fired up and ran; he dismantled it to weld the frame and it sat like this for a lot of 
years. I was visiting Maurice’s son at the fall fair/tractor pull in Rose Prairie. He told me his dad had an old 
1919 Titan tractor he was thinking of selling. My wife and I decided to go and have a look at it the tractor; 
it was all there and the engine was not seized.  

 

mailto:atachwk@yahoo.ca
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In 2012 I informed Maurice that I was interested in buying the tractor in July when I would be in the area 
on holiday. I went out to his place and hooked up his trailer which he had already loaded up-- everything 
but the frame assembly--and brought it over to our farm in Goodlow, B.C. 

 

    
 

I unloaded it into our shop, set the engine on some blocking and got prepped for assembly.  My goal was 
to try and assemble the tractor and find any parts I might need.  
 

    
 
In the first week I checked the transmission over and found that the axles were stuck. I had to make up a 
puller to pull the input gear off the transmission to access the axle. Then I reassembled the transmission 
and went to work on the engine. I removed the head and replaced the broken valve and reseated the 
valves. I reused the head gasket since I did not have one.  Then I installed the engine on the frame. 
Thursday I washed out all the sludge out of the engine as there was a large build-up over the years. I 
hooked up the magneto and timing control, cleaned the spark plugs and checked for spark. I installed the 
rocker shafts and push rods and adjusted the valves.  Next was installing the muffler and the 
decompression lever and then the carburetor.  I cleaned the fuel tank and installed the oiler.  In the 
second week I started with hammering out the fenders which were badly dented, cracked and bent. Had 
to weld up some of the biggest cracks, and fabricate up some of the supports for the fenders. The next 
day I installed the covers for the drive gears and mounted up the fenders.  I worked on the fuel pump and 
lines from the tank to pump and fuel mixer.  A couple of days later the tractor was  
taken to my home in Agassiz.  Before the tractor was moved I did lots of cranking and firing up and 
watching the engine quit.  I decided to get the mag checked out at a repair place in Dawson Creek on the 
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way home. He disassembled it and cleaned it up and tested it; he diagnosed it as needing a coil. The 
spark was still the same as when I was cranking it. When I got back to Chilliwack I ordered a coil, and 
proceeded to disassemble the mag and replace the coil. I reinstalled the mag, and went back to fire up 
and quit. The one thing that I could not find any information about was the air valve in the elbow, how to 
adjust etc. I decided to remove the part and take it to a nice elderly gentleman that was still in business to 
have a look. [a fellow club member at the Atchelitz Threshermen’s Association] He mumbled and 
grumbled and said the air mixture valve was together wrong, took it apart and flipped some things around 
and reassembled it. I tried it out but still fired up and quit. I was so tired and sore; my arms and back were 
sore. 
My goal was to take it in the Agassiz parade on a trailer behind my boss's new tow truck. I still entered the 
parade.  My coworker drove the truck while I sat on my tractor and waved at spectators. 
 

 
 

About two minutes into the parade I decided to start cranking it to show people how hard they were to 
start. About the thirtieth crank it started and ran. It ran for the rest of the parade and quit when we were 
pulling into the fair grounds, I was able to fire it up again while on display.  
 

                   
 

An  old Farmer's Words of Wisdom we could all live  by.......  
Your fences need to be horse-high, pig-tight and  bull-strong. 
Keep skunks and bankers at a distance. 
Life is simpler when you plow around the stump. 
A bumble bee is considerably faster than a John Deere tractor. 
Do not corner something that you know is meaner than you. 
It doesn't take a very big person to carry a grudge. 
When you wallow with pigs, expect to get dirty.  
Don't judge folks by their relatives.   
Remember that silence is sometimes the best answer. 
Live a good and honourable life, then when you get older and think back, you'll enjoy it a second time. 
Don't interfere with somethin' that ain't bothering you none. 
Timin' has a lot to do with the outcome of a rain dance.  
If you find yourself in a hole, the first thing to do is stop diggin'. 
Sometimes you get, and sometimes you get got.   
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The biggest troublemaker you'll probably ever have to deal with, watches you from the mirror every 
mornin'. 
Always drink upstream from the herd. 
Good judgment comes from experience, and a lotta that comes from bad judgment. 
Lettin' the cat outta the bag is a whole lot easier than puttin' it back in. 
If you get to thinkin' you're a person of some influence, try orderin' somebody else's dog around. 
 

 

Our “new” 1971 International truck arriving 
 

ATA Executive Board 2015 
 President  Stuart Vanderkooi       819-5002  ssretired@telus.net 
 Vice-President              Ray Ramey           796-8764            ramey@telus.net 
 Treasurer  Gordon Jackson          858-4080  elainejackson@gmail.com 
 Secretary:  John Black            846-6850 johnwblack@shaw.ca 
 Directors:  Richard Laffere            824-4623 rblaffere@hotmail.com 
    Deborah Dempster      792-8599  debdempster@shaw.ca 
    Fred Giesler            858-7187 
    Dwayne Huseby          792-2974  dlh62@telus.net 
    Donna Wurst           703-1289  donig@shaw.ca 
    Mark Lawrence           626-3072  mark.lawrence@chep.com 
 Committees: 
 Storage & Rentals: Ray Ramey            796-8764 ramey@telus.net 
 Inventory:  Jerry Parkhill            794-3652 c-park@telus.net 
 Membership:  Donna Wurst            703-1289 donig@shaw.ca 
 Booking:        Dwayne Huseby           792-2974 dlh62@telus.net 
 Mechanical  Ron Finnigan              858-2119  finni2@shaw.ca 
 Library:               John Black            846-6850  johnwblack@shaw.ca 

PR:                                 Stuart Vanderkooi, John Black, Richard Laffere, Donna Wurst, Deborah  
   Dempster 
Museum:      John Black, Barb Walker, Jerry Parkhill, Dwayne Huesby, Deborah  

Dempster, Donna Wurst, Ig Wurst 
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        JESPERSON'S          

                       AUTO REPAIR LTD. 

Complete Auto and Fleet Repair 
              Custom Exhaust . Brakes . RV's . Trailers 

        Gerard Arink                      Rick Funk 

              Phone: 604.792.0674   45700 Railway Ave. 
              Fax:      604.792.9066   Chilliwack, BC                                                                                
                                             V2P 1L3  
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